Regular Meeting Ely City Council
September 2, 2025 — City Hall, Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Omerza called the Regular Council Meeting to order at 5:30pm.

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Debeltz, Campbell, Bisbee, and Mayor Omerza
ABSENT: Council Member Lahtonen and Roose

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the minutes from the August 19, 2025 Regular
Council Meeting. Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose Absent.

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:

Bisbee/Debeltz moved to approve Additions 9.A.ii. Estimate from Custom Theaters for
Security System at the Rec Center for $3968.00. Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and
Roose Absent.

MAYOR’S REPORT:

Mayor Omerza mentioned the several ribbon cuttings we had in Ely the last couple of weeks.
The Ely Community Center (formerly the Ely Senior Center) had their ribbon cutting and open
house on Friday, August 22", The building is beautiful inside and they have done a lot of work
on the outside including a nice mural. These renovations to the building will be a nice addition to
Ely for people to have events there. The Ely Regional Trailhead Open House was on
Wednesday, August 27". Thanks to Abby Dare for planning this event with all the trail groups
and food trucks. There was a great turnout for the Trailhead Open House and everyone was
very excited to see the building. Mayor Omerza thanked Clerk Langowski for all the hard work at
making this project a reality.

Mayor Omerza reminded everyone that school is in session and to watch out for the kids before
and after school. Harvest Moon Festival is also this weekend so their will be some extra traffic in
town.

Council Member Debeltz thanked Clerk Langowski and the Public Work Crew for all the work on
the softball fields this summer.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Bisbee/A.Forsman moved to approve to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and
resolutions on tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose Absent.

REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Standing/Special

Tree Board

Bisbee/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Tree Board to approve planting
up to 3 trees outside of the fenced in dog park area.

Bisbee stated that these would be memorial trees for Melissa Hortman, her family and their dog.
A.Forsman indicated that he is concerned with the lease of the Dog Park Area, who’s area is it
outside of the Dog Park. Forsman stated that he would like more information as to the location
of the trees.
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Bisbee indicated that this particular area is on the south side of the field and it is not being used
for anything. The water in this area tends to saturate the ground and it can be unusable. The
tree board has found that something like a weeping willow, cedar, or cypress tree can help
manage the water in that area and help to provide shading.

Langowski asked if the intent was to have the trees inside or outside the fenced area? Bisbee
indicated outside, but after going down there with the Tree Board President the inside seems
like a better option.

A.Forsman asked about the location of the Snowmobile Trail and the location of the trailhead
down there. Langowski indicated that the snowmobile club is working to realign the trail to
follow the old airport road to Leustek’s pit then turn, since that area is wet for most of the year it
is hard to groom. Langowski stated that what he is hearing is that the trees would be planted on
the west side of the southeast field, it should not be a problem if they are planted on the inside
of the field.

Motion was amended to have the trees on the inside of the dog park field.

Bisbee/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Tree Board to approve
planting up to 3 trees inside of the fenced in dog park area. Motion Carried 5-2 with
Lahtonen and Roose Absent.

Planning and Zoning and Board of Adjustment

Matter of Information: Board of Adjustment approved a variance, a 10-foot front yard setback,
with the following conditions: No additional structures may be added on the property, the
proposed structure cannot be enlarged at any point, and no sewer or water may be added to the
property unless it is to add housing at 600 N Lakeview, Ely, MN 55731.

Ely Utilities Commission (EUC)

A.Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the
Water Crossing License which would allow the city utility to cross public waters during
the Burntside Waterline Project. The License is $1319 for the renewal of the license for 50
Years. Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose Absent.

A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the
energy rebates to John Conway for $400, Brent Ihnen for $35 and Richard Pucel for $75.
Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose Absent.

Heritage Preservation Commission: Minutes included in the Council Packet

Telecommunications Advisory Board (TAB)

Debeltz/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from TAB to approve invoice
#61420 for $400 for additional filming from April — August 2025 to Ely Area Television.
Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose Absent.\

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from TAB to purchase 3
Access Points for Whiteside Park at $1350 each with $300 off for the return of the old
access points not to exceed $3150 for WiFi in the park for events.
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A.Forsman mentioned that a fee is charged to the chamber and other events in the park to
make up for this cost.

Langowski indicated that for Blueberry the WiFi worked, but it could have worked better.
Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose Absent.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:

Clerk-Treasurer

Ely Depot Utilities Quotes — Langowski indicated that this is for the Ely Depot water and sanitary
sewer upgrades and the award is contingent on IRRR funds and the property owner paying the
difference. The low bidder was Utility Systems of America at $169,000.00.

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the quote from Utility Systems of America at
$169,000.00 for the utility work at the Ely Depot contingent on IRRR funds and the
property owner paying the difference. Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose
Absent.

Langowski indicted that we are invited to the bonding tour by the MN House of Representatives
Capital Investment Committee on October 8™ to discuss the Water Supply Line Project. Mayor
Omerza and Langowski are also meeting with the House Capital Investment Co-Chair
Representative Mary Franson and Capital Investment Committee Member Representative
Roger Skraba in Duluth this Thursday to discuss the Water Supply Line Project.

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Estimate #4918 from Custom Theaters for
Security System at the Rec Center for $3968.00.

Langowski indicated that the existing system is original to the building and is beyond its life.
Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose Absent.

Fire Chief

Chief Marshall discussed the fire and medical calls for the Ely Fire Department and First
Responders.

Chief Marshall stated that Darley out of Chippewa Fall, WI brought up a Mini-Pumper last week,
which is similar to what we are looking at, but not the same chassis. Marshall has also been in
contact with a couple of other vendors.

Library Director — Not Present

Police Chief

Chief Houde reminded everyone that school started today, Harvey Street is open for pick up and
drop off. Houde reminded everyone to watch out for traffic around the school.

Chief Houde indicated that Harvest Moon Festival is this weekend. You can text HarvestMoon
at 888777 for emergency messages and updates on the festival.

Chief Houde indicated that the comment period for Body Cameras is open and the policy is on
the city website or you can stop by the Police Department to get a copy.

City Attorney
Campbell/Debeltz move to approve the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab

Loan for Taylor Brannock and Austin Neilan for $8000 to update to a propane furnace.
Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose Absent.
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City Engineer

COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information

- 2025 State of the Range — Hosted by IRRR on September 17t at Iron Trail Motors Event
Center

- Ely Chamber of Commerce Thank You for the City of Ely’s Assistance with the Blueberry Art
Festival.

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:
Bisbee/Campbell moved to approve the City and EUC Claims for September 2, 2025 for
$2,022,053.82. Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose Absent.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the In-Kind Service Request from the Ely Chamber

of Commerce for the Harvest Moon Festival. Motion Carried 5-2 with Lahtonen and Roose
Absent.

Requested 2026 Budget — Matter of Information

OPEN FORUM: None

ADJOURN:
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:08pm without objection.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



