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AGENDA 
October 7, 2025 at 5:30pm 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, 

and Mayor Omerza 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
(4-10) Approve minutes from the September 16, 2025 Regular Council Meeting.  
 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT:  
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 
 

 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

A. (11) GreenStep Cities Co-Director – Kristin Mroz Risse 
B. (12) Abby Dare – Executive Director of Tourism Bureau 

 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
A.  Standing/Special   

a. (13-14) Ely Economic Development Authority (EEDA)  
 

b. (15-16) Cemetery Committee 
 

c. (17-25) Planning & Zoning Commission and Board of Adjustment 
i. (17-19) Matter of Information – Board of Adjustment approved a variance for a 

6 feet high fence on the Camp Street side of 134 N 5th Ave E.  
ii. (20-22) Matter of Information – Board of Adjustment approved the variance at 

48 E James St, a zero set-back from the right of way property line on 1st Ave E 
and E James St, as well as a city encroachment of 0-6” on the E James St 
side, with the following conditions: If the city needs to reconstruct S 1st Ave E, 
or needs access to any of the utilities in the right of way, and the fence restricts 
the ability to do so, any extra costs to remove the fence will be the sole 
responsibility of the homeowner. If the current homeowner sells the property, 
all non-conforming aspects of the fence must be removed prior to sale of the 
property. 

iii. Recommendation from Planning and Zoning to add Animal Rescue to the list of 
permissible uses list, by Conditional Use Permit, under C1, C2, and M Zoning, 
and add Dog/Cat Boarding to C1, and C2 by Conditional Use Permit and to 
have Attorney Klun start the ordinance process.  
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iv. Recommendation from Planning and Zoning to Repeal Ordinance 11.02 Ely 
Business Park Covenants, and to have Attorney Klun start the ordinance 
process.  

 
d. (26-28) Ely Utilities Commission (EUC) 

i. Recommendation from EUC to move forward with the Costin Group Lobbying 
proposal for $2,000 per month for 24 months. (Also approved by EEDA at the 
September 30, 2025 Meeting)  

ii. Recommendation from EUC to approve $2,800 amendment to the AE2S 
agreement for additional on-site observation during sludge dewatering pilot at 
the WWTF.  

iii. Recommendation from EUC to approve the request for bids for a new Utility 
Department ¾ ton, regular cab truck with a plow.  

iv. Recommendation from EUC to approve the energy rebate to Eugene Hicks for 
$35.00. 

v. Recommendation from EUC to approve $500 payment to Mick Shusta for 
August A Operator Services at WTP and WWTP.  

vi.  Recommendation from EUC to approve $50,500 payment to ZEF Energy for 
two MPCA EV Charging Hubs.  
 

e. (29-30) Library Board 
i. Recommendation from Library Board to attend the Public Library Association 

(PLA) Conference from April 1-3, 2026 and to close the Library on April 1-2, 
2026.   

ii. Recommendation from Library Board to close the Library on October 9th in the 
morning for staff to participate in CPR & First Aid training.  

 
f. (31-32) Housing & Redevelopment Authority of Ely 

 
g. (33-37) Range Association of Municipalities & Schools (RAMS) 

 
h. Other Committee Meetings 
 
 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
A. Clerk-Treasurer 

i. Harvey Street Project Update 
  

B. Fire Chief  
i. Resignation of Kristen Zobitz as EMS Coordinator.  
ii. Post for the position EMS Coordinator position internally.  
 

C. Library Director 
 

D. Police Chief 
i. (38-48) Body Camera Policy  

ii. (49) Open Police Officer Position 
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iii. (49) Recommendation to offer Ely part-time Police Officer Troy Bissonette to a full-time 

position as a lateral officer at our 5-year full-time officer wage ($34.76 per hour) and 5-

year vacation (120 hours per year)  

 

E. City Attorney    
i. Transfer of Old Ford Garage and Miners Drive property 

(50-65) Consider the property transactions and legal agreements between the City of 
Ely and Depot on Central LLC and E Chapman Properties LLC.  
- (52-54) Deed to Depot – City conveyed portion of Miners Drive Property to Depot 

on Central, LLC 
- (55-57) Residue Deed to City – City retained ownership of residue parcels within 

the Depot transaction area 
- (58-63) Easement Agreement – To support ongoing utility service to both public 

and private lands, Depot on Central, LLC granted the city a perpetual utility 
easement 

- (64-65) Deed to City – E Chapman Properties, LLC, an affiliate of Depot, 
conveyed the Old Ford Garage property (Lots 9-12, Block 2, Conan’s Addition) to 
the City  

ii. (66-68) 1st Reading of Ordinance No. 392, 2nd Series an Ordinance of the City of Ely, 
Minnesota, Adding Chapter 20, Section 20.2.62 Sales of Land City Code of the City of 
Ely 

iii. Schedule a Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 392 for October 21, 2025 at 5:15pm.  
 

F. City Engineer 
 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. (69) Public Notice regarding the EUC will be conducing smoke testing of the sanitary 
sewer system in the upcoming months.  

B. (70-72) Notice of Nominations for RAMS Board of Directors 
C. (73) RAMS Annual Meeting on December 9, 2025 at the Iron Trail Motors Event Center  
 
 

11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:  
A. (74-88) City and EUC Claims for October 7, 2025 for $792,732.53 
B. (89) Ely Community Resource forth quarter payment of $5,637.50 

 
 
12. OLD BUSINESS: 

 
13. NEW BUSINESS:  
 
14. OPEN FORUM: 

 

15. ADJOURN: 
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