Public Hearing - City Hall, Council Chambers
October 7, 2025 5:00pm — Minutes

Call To Order:
Mayor Omerza called the Public Hearing to order at 5:00pm.

Present: Council Members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee and Mayor
Omerza
Absent: Council Member Debeltz

Purpose:

The Ely Police Department is looking to implement body worn cameras during the fall of
2025 or winter of 2026. In accordance with Minnesota State Statute, 626.8473
PORTABLE RECORDING SYSTEMS ADOPTION; WRITTEN POLICY REQUIRED,
under subdivision 2 of this statute;

"A local law enforcement agency must provide an opportunity for public comment before
it purchases or implements a portable recording system. At a minimum, the agency
must accept public comments submitted electronically or by mail, and the governing
body with jurisdiction over the budget of the law enforcement agency must provide an
opportunity for public comment at a regularly scheduled meeting."

The written draft policy was available on the City website and at the Police Department
for public comment from September 2 — October 2, 2025. Comments were received
either via email or mail.

Mayor Omerza asked for any comments from the public regarding the Body Camera
Policy or the Police Department implementing body worn cameras.

No one came forward.
The Ely Police Department received one email in support from Mike Ziemkowski.

Adjourn
Mayor Omerza adjourned the Public Hearing without objection at 5:04pm

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



