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Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
November 4, 2025 – Minutes  

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Omerza called the meeting to order at 5:30pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and 
Mayor Omerza 
ABSENT: None  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the minutes from the October 21, 2025 Regular Council 
Meeting and Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 392.  Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Additions 9.D.i MN Chiefs of Police Foundation – Community Grant for National Night Out 

2026 for $2000. 
B. Additions 9.D.ii October 2025 Police Stats 
C. Additions 9.E.ii Consider the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan for Dennis 

and Rosemary Wickman at 30 N 8th Ave E for $10,000.00 for a new propane furnace and to 
reroute sump pump. 

D. Additions 13.E League of Minnesota Cities Liability Coverage Waiver Form – Does not 
Waive for 2026 

Lahtonen/Roose moved to add the additions A-D to the agenda. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
Mayor Omerza indicated that we received two late request to appears. Items for the agenda 
need to be into the clerk’s office by noon on Thursday before the council meeting per the City 
Code Section 2.04. Mayor Omerza stated that she would like to invite those individuals to come 
forward at the next meeting under request to appear or under open forum tonight.  

 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
Mayor Omerza stated that last Friday was Halloween and a lot of kids were out and about trick 
or treating.  
Mayor Omerza indicated that MNDot had meetings in the council chambers yesterday regarding 
the intersections at Central and 3rd Ave on Sheridan Street.  There was a good turn out at the 
evening meeting that Omerza attended. MNDot is working on figuring out solutions for those 2 
intersections, as the Stop Lights are at their end of life.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
Roose/Debeltz moved to waive the readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions 
on tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special   
Tree Board  
Bisbee indicated that since these minutes the Tree Board did Tree Planting around town.  
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Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) 
Roose/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Board of Adjustment to 
approve the rezoning of 15 N 3rd Ave W from Public-two (P2) Zoning to Residential-two 
(R2) Zoning and to have Attorney Klun start the Ordinance Process.  
Roose indicated that this property is currently being used as R2 so this conforms with the area.  
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Board of Adjustment to 
approve the rezoning of 25 N 3rd Ave W from Public-two (P2) Zoning to Residential-two 
(R2) Zoning and to have Attorney Klun start the Ordinance Process.  
Roose indicated that this property is currently being used as R2 so this conforms with the area.  
Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
Roose/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from P&Z to form a steering 
committee to update the City of Ely Comprehensive Plan, comprised of (1) Council 
member, (1) Planning and Zoning member, (3) at large members, and the Planning and 
Zoning Administrator.  
Roose indicated that this is the beginning of the process to update the Comprehensive Plan and 
we will be including the public in the process.  
A.Forsman indicated that in the past the steering committee meetings were open to the public. 
Mayor Omerza indicated that once the document is completed it will come back to the council 
for final approval.   
Roose indicated that from the P&Z minutes the focus of the steering committee would be to 
develop a survey and focus group questions, develop target audiences, develop a marketing 
budget to submit for the 2027 budget and if appliable, hire a survey company and contractor to 
write the comprehensive plan and submit costs with the 2027 budget and review the final plan 
and submit to council for final approval  
A.Forsman stated that during the last go around we were able to put the document together 
ourselves, but this is something that we can discuss in the future.  
Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from P&Z to approve the 
subdivision of 900 E Miners Drive, as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
Ely Economic Development Authority: Minutes included in the Council Packet  
 
Ely Utilities Commission (EUC) 
Matter of Information: Recommendation from EUC to accept the $43,061 + tax quote from 
Pritchard Commercial for a new utility department truck. (Already approve by City Council on 
October 21, 2025)  
 
A.Forsman/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the 
$2,515.00 quote from JAMAR for the rebuild of two Reduced Pressure Zone (RPZ) back 
flow preventers. Motion Carried Unanimously  
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A.Forsman/Lahtonen moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve 
$19,019.50 payment to Fergus Power Pump, Inc for the biosolids belt press rental.  
Roose asked if we are working towards purchasing our own press?  
A.Forsman stated that the last 3 or 4 times that we have had to get rid of biosolids we have 
rented a press from a group.  This time we rented it directly through the company that rents 
them because the other members of the group have purchased their own. A.Forsman stated 
that we have done a mini study trying another type of press. This will be a project down the road 
to purchase a press, and then it will take the pressure off of when we will need to transport the 
biosolids. This is saving us money rather than having liquid biosolids and doing land application.  
Bisbee indicated that he went down and observed the process during the biosolids press.  
Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
Other Committee Meetings 
Campbell indicated that the Heritage Preservation Commission is very happy with the front-page 
article regarding the Prusheck painting that the city owns and it is located in the Judges 
Conference Room.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 

  
Fire Chief  
Chief Marshall discussed the fire and medical calls for the Ely Fire Department and First 
Responders. Four of the fire calls were regarding the Sewer Smoke testing that the Utilities 
Department was completing.  If you had smoke in your house during that time you might have a 
dry drain trap and you should pour water down the drain so you do not get sewer gasses in your 
house.  
Chief Marshall stated that himself and a couple officers went to Darley last week to check out 
the new pumper truck.  We are scheduled to take delivery of the truck at the end of December.  
Chief Marshall also reminded everyone that with the changing of the clocks this last weekend to 
change the batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors and to test them.  

 
Library Director 
Mayor Omerza discussed the upcoming programs at the library which can be found on the 
Library Website.  
 
Police Chief 
Matter of Information - MN Chiefs of Police Foundation – Community Grant for National Night 
Out 2026 for $2000.  
October 2025 Police Stats were included in the Council Additions Packet 
Chief Houde reminded everyone that Calendar Parking has started and they are currently giving 
out warnings, but in the next week or so they will start giving out tickets.  
Chief Houde stated that Troy Bissonette will be starting tomorrow and the Ely Police Department 
will be fully staffed.  
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City Attorney    
Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the Letter of Understanding Between the City of Ely 
and AFSCME Local 1490 Base, AFSCME Local 1490 Essential, LELS Local #55, 
Supervisors of Essential Employees, and Supervisors other than Essential regarding 
2026 Health Insurance Coverage.  
Attorney Klun indicated that this is a move from Blue Cross Blue Shield to Medica for 2026.  
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab 
Loan for Dennis and Rosemary Wickman at 30 N 8th Ave E for $10,000.00 for a new 
propane furnace and to reroute sump pump. Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
City Engineer 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information 
- Ely Community Resource, Inc Quarterly Progress Report Quarter 3, July 1-September 30, 

2025 
- Ely Bloomenson Community Hospital Notice of Annual Meeting – December 1, 2025 at The 

Hub, 760 E Miners Drive at 7pm.   
 

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:  
Campbell/Bisbee moved to approve the City and EUC Claims for November 4, 2025 for 
$486,924.79. Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
OLD BUSINESS: None  

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Bisbee/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2025-027 Resolution Authorizing City of Ely 
to Make Application to and Accept Funds from the FY2026 Public Works Program. Roll 
Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, 
Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously 

 
Lahtonen/Campbell moved to approve Resolution 2025-028 Resolution Authorizing 
Application to DEED for the Cleanup of the Depot Site Roll Called: Council Members 
A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – 
Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
Roose/Debeltz moved to accept the resignation from Jim Burke from Planning and 
Zoning Commission and to advertise for the open position. 
Roose indicated that it is a good idea for any applicant to sit in a meeting before applying to see 
what the committee is all about.  
Debeltz indicated that the city should send Burke a Thank You.  
Motion Carried Unanimously  
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Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to approve Resolution 2025-029 Resolution Making Levy and 
Assessment Against Taxable Properties for Delinquent Water, Sewer, and Electric 
Accounts  Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, 
Roose – Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 
Unanimously 
 
A.Forsman/Roose moved to approve the League of Minnesota Cities Liability Coverage 
Waiver Form – Does not Waive for 2026. Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
OPEN FORUM:  
A.Forsman gave condolences to the family of Mick Shusta. Thanks to all of Mick’s years of 
service and dedication to the City of Ely as our Water/Wastewater Class A Operator.  
 
ADJOURN: 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:07pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 


