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AGENDA 
December 2, 2025 at 5:30pm 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, 

and Mayor Omerza 
 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
(4-9) Approve minutes from the November 18, 2025 Regular Council Meeting  
 
 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
 

 
5. MAYOR’S REPORT:  
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 
 

 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

A. Paul Kess – Update on Lodging Tax Board 
 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
A.  Standing/Special   

a. (10-24) Planning and Zoning Commission 
i. (10-12) Recommendation from Board of Adjustment to approve the rezoning of 

900 E Miners Drive from Public (P1) Zoning to Commercial (C1) Zoning and to 
direct Attorney Klun to start the Ordinance process.  

ii. (13-19) Matter of Information:  Board of Adjustment approved a Conditional Use 
Permit to allow for 1759 N Pioneer Rd to be used as a “resort”, with 5 additional 
cottages/enclosures for 6 total, for short term rental, and to revoke the previous 
conditional use permit dated September 7, 2021 allowing the property to be used 
as an RV Park.  

iii. (22-24) Recommendation from Planning and Zoning Commission to approve the 
City of Ely Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee Application as presented by 
Roose. (see Attachment)  

b.  Other Committee Meetings 
 
 
9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer 
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B. Fire Chief  
 

C. Library Director 
 

D. Police Chief 
 

E. City Attorney    
i. (25-26) 2nd Reading of Ordinance 395 An Ordinance Adding Chapter 20.1.32 to the 

City Code of Ely, Minnesota, Relating to the Rezoning of Various Properties  
(Rezoning 15 N 3rd Ave W and 25 N 3rd Ave W from P2 to R2)  

ii. (27-39) Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan for Stacy Villard at 19 E 
Pattison St for $6,503.00 to replace sump pump and reroute water to Pattison St  

iii. (40-52) Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan for Frank Ivancich at 837 
E James St for $10,000.00 to replace a propane furnace 

iv. (53-56) Quit Claim Deed for the subdivision of 900 E Miners Drive (PID 030-0067-
00120) 

v. (57-60) 1st Reading of Ordinance 393, An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota 
Amending Chapter 11, Section 11.43B Interim Uses  

vi. (61-66) 1st Reading of Ordinance 394 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota 
Adding Chapter 6, Section 6.43 Special Events 

vii. (67-70) 1st Reading of Ordinance 396 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota 
Amending Chapter 10, Section 10.29 Noise Control 

viii. Schedule a Public Hearing regarding Ordinances 393, 394, and 396 for December 16, 
2025 at 5:15pm.  
 

F. City Engineer 
 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. (71-75) Past Minutes from City Council regarding Lodging Tax Board  
B. (76-77) Ely Invasive Species Workshop on September 6th at MN North College- 

Vermillion Campus 
 
 

11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:  
A. (78-83) City and EUC Claims for December 2, 2025 for $115,999.63 
 

 
12. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. (84-85) Committee Seats 
Margie Olson resigning from the Housing and Redevelopment Authority and John 
Lahtonen’s 3-3year term is expiring on December 31, 2025  

Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
2 - 3-Year Term Seats Open (current terms expire December 31, 2025)  
Resident or Non-Resident 

B. (86) Approve purchase of Boss Plow for the new Ely Utilities Pick Up Truck from 
Trembath’s Machine and Welding for $9,855.00.  
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C. (87-90) Ely Dog Park Association Lease 
 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  
A. (91) Consider the 2026 Tobacco License renewal applications pending the receipt of all 

required documentation and payment for the term of 1/1/2026-12/31/2026. 
B. Consider the Consumption and Display Permit for Boundary Waters Catering, LLC DBA 

Boundary Waters Kitchen and Market through March 31, 2026 
C. Consider the Ely Folk School’s Temporary Liquor License for December 13, 2025 at 

Semers Park for their annual bonfire.  
D. (92) Request from Councilor Roose regarding the Joint Powers Lodging Tax Board 

 
 
14. OPEN FORUM: 

 

 

15. ADJOURN: 
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Regular Meeting Ely City Council - City Hall, Council Chambers 
November 18, 2025 - Minutes 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Omerza called the meeting to order at 5:30pm. 

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and Mayor 
Omerza 
ABSENT: Council Member Debeltz 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Roose/Campbell moved to approve minutes from the November 4, 2025 Regular Council 
Meeting. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent. 

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 
A. Additions 8.A Budget Committee 
B. Additions 13.E. Consider the Residential Rehab Loan for Frank Ivancich at 837 E James St 

for $10,000.00 to replace a propane furnace pending proper paperwork and fees and to 
direct Attorney Klun to work with the applicant and proceed with the loan application. 

C. Additions 13.F. Resolution 2025-031 Resolution Continuing Support and Sponsorship of the 
Hidden Valley Ski Area and the Ely Nordic Ski Clubs Efforts to Maintain and Operate the 
Recreation Area. 

Roose/Lahtonen moved to accept the additions A-C. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz 
Absent. 

MAYOR'S REPORT: 
Mayor Omerza indicated that this Thursday from 5-6pm at the Hub, Ely Bloomenson Community 
Hospital will be presenting the Ely Community Assessment Needs Results. 
Mayor Omerza attended the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities Fall Conference in Grand 
Rapids, she stated that it was a great conference and she learned a lot. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight's agenda 
B. Schedule Truth in Taxation Meeting for Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 6pm 
Bisbee/Campbell moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items A and B. Motion Carried 
6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent. 

REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Standing/Special 
Cemetery Committee 
Langowski indicated that the Public Works Department has been clearing the large popple trees 
on the east side of the cemetery the last couple of days. These trees are past their prime and 
we will work with the Tree Board to plant new trees in this area. 
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Tree Board 
Bisbee/A.Forsman moved to accept the resignation of Claudia McBride from the Tree 
Board and to post for the open position. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent. 
MN DNR Grant 
Bisbee indicated that the city is applying for an approximately $50,000 grant from the MN DNR 
for pruning, trimming, purchase of new trees and for buckthorn removal. 

Heritage Preservation Commission 
Campbell indicated that there is a letter in the packet written in 1978 from former Mayor Grahek 
regarding the Hubachek gift of the log bunkhouse and certain furnishings for the bunkhouse that 
has been the Chamber building. 

Park and Recreation Board 
Bisbee/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation 
Board to approve the MOU between the City of Ely and Ely Community Resources(ECR). 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent. 

Budget Committee 
Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from Budget Committee to 
approve the continued support for in-kind snowplowing and licensed boiler operator for 
the Ely Area Community Foundation at The Hub for the 2025-2026 Winter Season. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent 

Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from the Budget Committee to 
approve the Ely Fire Department to auction the Kodiak Engine #4. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Debeltz Absent 

Lahtonen/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Budget Committee to 
approve the Ely Fire Department/First Responders 4 goal plan: 1. Establish and formalize 
a medical director, estimated cost of $500, 2. Formalize standard operating procedures, 
3. Have the Ely First Responders Licensed with the State and 4. Standardize the First 
Responders bags and equipment. 
Fire Chief Marshall indicated that the cost of a medical director is $500 annually. They are 
looking a firm called MGM Medical Consortium, this is Dr. Julie Houle's business and also the 
firm that provided medical direction to the Ely Area Ambulance Service. This will help to align 
our protocols to the Ambulance Service. Marshall indicated that the other goals are listed in the 
order of priority, the only other cost involved would be the standardization of the bags, Marshall 
indicated that they can make this work with the proposed budget for 2026. Marshall indicated 
that this is not about the First Responders coming from a deficiency. Kristen Zobitz the First 
Responder Director is stepping down at the end of this year and we will be having a new EMS 
Coordinator within the Fire Department; this was a good time to be looking at what we are doing 
within the First Responders. Medical calls for the Fire Department are about 75% of the calls for 
the department, it is a big chunk of our response. This was a good time to look at what we are 
doing and how to make it even better. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent 
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Other Committee Meeting: 
Roose indicated that at tomorrow's Planning and Zoning meeting they will be deciding on how to 
pick the members of the steering committee for the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 
Clerk-Treasurer 

Fire Chief 
Fire Department Minutes and Quarter 2 and 3 Summary 
Chef Marshall discussed the Quarter 2 and 3 Summaries: In Quarter 2 there were 65 medical 
calls, 15 fire calls, and 14 other (meetings, training, etc). The department average response 
rate was 47.5%. Member response rates to fire calls ranged from low of 13% (3 members) to a 
high of 93% (Rich Ojala). Six members had a better than 70% response rates (Louis Gerzin IV, 
Dave Marshall, Mikey Muhvich, Rich Ojala, Scott Polyner, and AJ Walker). In Quarter 3 there 
were 73 medical calls, 15 fire calls, and 10 other (meetings, training, etc). The department 
average response rate was 39.41 %. Member response rates to fire calls ranged from low of 0% 
(3 members) to a high of 100% (Rich Ojala). Eight members had a better than 60% response 
rates (Ryan Callen, Jesse Cornwell, Louis Gerzin IV, Dave Marshall, Rich Ojala, Alex Povhe, 
Jerome Skraba, and Mike Zgonc) 

Chief Marshall discussed the current fire and medical calls for the Ely Fire Department and First 
Responders. 
Chief Marshall indicated that they are working on equipping the new Engine #3 Pumper truck. 
They will be able to equip the truck with a $5000 DNR Grant, and $15,000 from the relief 
association. 

Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed the upcoming programs at the library which can be found on 
the Library Website. 

Police Chief 
Mayor Omerza reminded everyone that Calendar Parking is in effect and the Police Department 
will be giving out tickets soon. 

City Attorney 
Campbell/A.Forsman moved to approve the 1st Reading of Ordinance 395 An Ordinance 
Adding Chapter 20.1.32 to the City Code of Ely, Minnesota, Relating to the Rezoning of 
Various Properties (Rezoning 15 N 3rd Ave Wand 25 N3rd Ave W from P2 to R2). Roll 
Called Council Members A.Forsman - Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz-Absent, Roose -Yes, 
Campbell - Yes, Bisbee -Yes, and Mayor Omerza -Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Debeltz Absent. 
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Roose/Bisbee moved to have a Closed session regarding Labor Negotiation Strategy for 
AFSCME, LELS and Supervisors of Essential per MN Statutes 13D.03 at the end of the 
meeting after Open Forum. 
Attorney Klun indicated that we have close to a final offer with AFSCME and she would like to 
go over it with the council. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent. 

City Engineer 

COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information 
Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC) Nomination for St Louis County 
Communities Under 10,000 ARDC Commission Representative 

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
Roose/Lahtonen moved to approve the City and EUC Claims for November 18, 2025 for 
$2,107,500.39. 
Roose explained that the Prospectors Club payment was Grant in Aid through the DNR. The city 
is the fiscal agent for the DNR Grant for trail maintenance, and the money is just a pass through. 
The City of Ely check was a transfer of funds between banks. The Senior Center payment was 
for budgeted funds that are going towards the Senior Center operating funds. The building is still 
owned by the Ely Senior Center, Inc, the name Ely Community Center just reflects the broader 
community use of the building. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent 

OLD BUSINESS: None 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Bisbee/Roose moved to approve Resolution 2025-030 Resolution Authorizing the 
Application of the Knights of Columbus Council 3238 to Conduct Bingo. Roll Called 
Council Members A.Forsman - Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz-Absent, Roose -Yes, 
Campbell -Yes, Bisbee -Yes, and Mayor Omerza -Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Debeltz Absent. 

Roose/Campbell moved to approve the American Masonry Restoration proposal to 
perform mortar and stone sampling at Ely City Hall for $12,500. 
Roose asked if any other proposals were submitted. Langowski indicated that this is specialty 
work. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent. 

Roose/Campbell moved to approve the Residential Rehab Loan for Stacy Villard at 19 E 
Pattison St for $6,503.00 to replace sump pump and reroute water to Pattison St pending 
proper paperwork and fees and to direct Attorney Klun to work with the applicant and 
proceed with the loan application. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent. 

Lahtonen/Campbell moved to approve Premier Pyrotechnics to shoot the 2026 4th of July 
Fireworks for $20,000. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent. 
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Campbell/A.Forsman moved to approve the Residential Rehab Loan for Frank Ivancich at 
837 E James St for $10,000.00 to replace a propane furnace pending proper paperwork 
and fees and to direct Attorney Klun to work with the applicant and proceed with the loan 
application. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz Absent. 

Campbell/Lahtonen moved to approve Resolution 2025-031 Resolution Continuing 
Support and Sponsorship of the Hidden Valley Ski Area and the Ely Nordic Ski Clubs 
Efforts to Maintain and Operate the Recreation Area. 
Langowski indicated that this is for brushing and grooming of the trails. We are the fiscal agent 
on the grant and receive the money from the DNR then reimburse the Nordic Ski Club. 
Roll Called Council Members A.Forsman - Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz-Absent, Roose -
Yes, Campbell - Yes, Bisbee - Yes, and Mayor Omerza -Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Debeltz Absent 

OPEN FORUM: 
Jason Zabokrtsky- Owns Ely Outfitting Company- On the Ely Tourism Bureau Board of 
Directors 
Zabokrtsky indicated he is concerned that the City of Ely, through its representative on the 
Lodging Tax Joint Powers Board, is supporting reduced funding for the Tourism Bureau, by 
having the Lodging Tax Joint Powers Board divvy up the lodging tax proceeds and redirect them 
to other entities. The purpose of the lodging tax is to market our area to bring tourism dollars to 
this community. The state code requires that 95% of the lodging tax be used to fund a local 
convention or tourism bureau, which is what the Lodging Tax Board has historically done by 
funding the Ely Tourism Bureau with those dollars. By reducing the funding to the Tourism 
Bureau, the marketing impact of lodging tax dollars will be reduced and the benefits of tourism 
to this area will be negatively affected. In his 20 years in business in Ely, some of the best 
branding and marketing materials that he has seen benefiting from the Ely Area has come from 
the Tourism Bureau. It is critical that in these new times with Al that funding is not reduced, and 
instead the local marketing professionals employed by the Ely Tourism Bureau must be 
supported and allowed to do their jobs. The Ely Tourism Bureau Board is comprised of business 
owners like himself who actually collect the lodging tax from their clients. They have a vested 
interest and the most effected use of the lodging tax dollars. Using these funds for wise 
marketing means their businesses do better, unwise use of these funds means that the 
businesses do worse. The Tourism Bureau is clear the collected Lodging Tax should be 
distributed to the Tourism Bureau for the effective marketing of the Ely Area. 

Edith Renner - Owner of Motel Ely 
Renner is concerned about the City of Ely's Lodging Tax Representative Paul Kess. He was 
directed on November 4th to vote in a specific way. There was a motion by the City Council 
when Abby Dare presented to the City Council that the Tourism Bureau be fully funded for 2026 
and that they use the reserve funds to meet the City of Ely's request for the Trailhead and the 
Ely Chamber of Commerce's request for funds. Kess did not present that plan or vote for that 
plan, Kess failed to follow your direction. Renner stated that her preference would be that a city 
council member would be appointed to the Lodging Tax Board, if it is not going to go to a City 
Council member than it should be opened up to the general public. 
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Abby Dare - Executive Director of Tourism Bureau 
Abby Dare indicated that her time in Ely began in 2012 when she was hired at the Voyageur 
Outward Bound School, she worked there for 11 years. In 2020 she bought a house in Ely and 
in 2023 her partner John and her bought the old Hand Done T-Shirts and renovated it into a 
community focused art gallery and studio space called The Meadows. Along with running the 
business she is also the Executive Director of the Tourism Bureau and serves as the Chair of 
the Park and Recreation Committee for the City. Dare indicated that she enjoys wearing many 
hats and enjoys operating with integrity. 
Dare indicated that she has had this job with the Tourism Bureau for 9 months. Dare indicated 
that she works for both the Tourism Bureau and the Lodging Tax Board. 
Staffing and Contractors: Recent conversations with the Lodging Tax Board and our budget has 
raised questions about our staffing, how many people we employ, how much we pay people and 
why we rely on contractors. The Ely Area Tourism Bureau pays all independent contractors, 
including Dare, they have no full-time positions, everybody balances multiple jobs to make their 
own ends meet. They are currently advocating for a marketing director to move into a full-time 
roll. In the past lodging tax dollars often went to Twin Cities firms who produced one to two 
campaigns a year and now we have a local marketing team, graphic designers, photographers, 
PR professionals, grant writers, podcast producers, all who are skilled and know Ely. This local 
expertise makes our advertising sharper, more accurate and more authentic. Dare would like to 
offer another view; people are required to do the work and right now we have a team of talented 
local people marketing Ely. 
Measuring Tourism: Is tourism up or down, is always on people's minds. The best measure is 
Lodging Tax collections, that is a number that we can measure. Lodging businesses collect a 
3% tax from their customers and remit it monthly, quarterly, or annually. Those dollars go to the 
Lodging Tax Joint Powers Board which is required via a MN state statue to direct 95% of those 
funds to a local tourism bureau or convention center. There are some complications with the 
system, Ely's tourism area spans 2 counties including Fall Lake Township which falls under 
Lake County and they collect an extra 1 % tax which those dollars can only be accessed through 
grants, which Ely Events have struggled to qualify. The second challenge is online booking 
platforms like Airbnb, VRBO, Booking.com and others. When they collect lodging tax dollars on 
behalf of businesses it makes it very hard to track whether those dollars ever make it back to 
Ely. Lodging tax totals are our best measure, but the numbers we have are incomplete. 
Structure and Leadership: Right now, there are three boards the Ely Chamber of Commerce, 
the Ely Area Tourism Bureau, and the Joint Powers Lodging Tax Board and we are all talking 
about influencing tourism and lodging tax decisions. The lack of clear rolls, strategic planning 
and vision is creating confusion, insecurity and at time conflict. 
The Lodging Tax Joint Powers Board is being asked to fund items such as Visitor Center 
Staffing and Utilities for the Trailhead Building. Dare stated that she wants those entities to 
succeed, the issue is not with the requests themselves. The issue is with the lack of a strategic 
framework guiding the decisions. Approving these requests without a long-term plan does not 
shape a sustainable future for our tourism economy. The Tourism Bureau wants the tourism 
economy to grow; we want to support the hospitality employment sector. If the funding model 
changes the Tourism Bureau will have fewer resources to pursue these projects. Some 
members of the Lodging Tax Board have been advocating for a more balanced approach to how 
lodging tax dollars are spent. Dare is asking to slow the process down. She is asking the council 
to ask their representative to get a deeper understanding and to request that a more formal 
strategic plan is developed before more permanent changes are made. The decisions that will 
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be made at the Lodging Tax Meeting on October 13th will have lasting consequences for how 
Ely presents itself to the world and how sustainable our tourism economy will be for years to 
come. 
Dare provided the Council a handout. Tourism is a critical part of our local economy. A strong 
tourism economy is dependent on successfully marketing our area through the use of lodging 
tax dollars. Smart leadership, strategy, and responsibility is required when determining how 
those dollars must be spent. Dare's 2026 Recommendations are: 1. Ely Area Tourism Bureau 
continues to receive 95% of lodging tax funds. 2. Use lodging tax board reserve funds, with a 1-
year contingency, to meet the requests of the City of Ely(utilities) and the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce(staffing). 3. Focus on lodging tax compliance across counties and online booking 
platforms to get a complete lodging tax picture. 4. Lodging Tax Board & stakeholders seek 
leadership & strategic planning assistance while considering other long term spending 
structures for 2027 and on. The idea would be to then meet at the end of the year of strategic 
planning with a vision. A possible lodging tax spending structure could be - getting a well­
established lodging tax district, working on the county issue that we have, potentially moving to 
the MN Department of Revenue for collections, then that money gets back to the Lodging Tax 
Board and then 95% of the money goes to the Tourism Bureau which helps facilitate all of these 
functions of tourism like the Visitor Center, Marketing, Compliance, and Event Support. Dare 
stated that this is one of many structures and strategies that could come out of strategic 
planning. 
Dare stated that her call of action is for the council to direct your representing officer to consider 
accepting these recommendations. This holistic approach will ensure that current marketing 
initiatives are not diluted, feedback from our community continues to be taken into account, and 
that Lodging Tax dollars will continue to be spent in a professional and strategic manner. This 
approach will keep our tourism economy strong and growing. 
Dare stated that she has a lot of respect for all the requests being made for this year from 
Lodging Tax, the intention is to not block or shut anyone down, but her intention is to call our 
attention to the importance of our tourism economy and what we can all do to manage it 
responsibly. 
Roose asked if Dare is requesting that we make a request to our representative on the Lodging 
Tax Joint Powers Board to follow Dare's 2026 Recommendations. Dare indicated that is her 
request. 
A.Forsman asked who else on the Tourism Bureau makes decisions. Do you have a board? 
Forsman indicated that Dare discussed having contractors and such, but how is a decision 
made regarding these recommendations. Who came up with the recommendation's that were 
presented here tonight? 
Dare stated that she did. They came from her time with the Tourism Bureau work and taking 
minutes and being an administrator for the Lodging Tax Board as well. She said her 
recommendations are coming from wanting to establish our tourism economy and have a bigger 
picture planned for it. It feels like things are moving fast right now, and these requests have 
come into the Lodging Tax Board to give money to different places, but it is a delicate process, 
once you say yes to these people, next year you might have more groups coming forward 
asking for funds. 
A.Forsman stated that the Trailhead is a big part of our tourism industry, the money received 
from the lodging tax should be able to help the trailhead. A lot of the lodging tax money is 
coming from people using the trails. This would be taking the control out of the Lodging Tax 
Board and giving it all to the Tourism Bureau. 
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Dare indicated that she does not want the Tourism Bureau to have the only voice, after a year of 
strategic planning, maybe the Lodging Tax Board comes up with a model that states that they 
will always have money for the Trailhead Building, they can create their own system. Her 
recommendation is for 2026 you can say yes to the current requests, but let's spend some time 
creating a strategic plan for the future. 
Roose summarized what Dare was asking: 1. To keep local tourism bureau jobs, 2. There are 
funds in the reserve that would be available to meet the requests that have come in from the 
Chamber and the City of Ely for 2026, and 3. To come up with a strategic plan, while figuring out 
what funding has been left on the table with the new program you are looking at doing. In the 
future you would still be able to potentially fund the Tourism Bureau as it has been, along with 
additional requests with the additional money that will hopefully be found that has been left on 
the table. The fear is that if you take money away from the Tourism Bureau, local jobs will be 
lost. 
Dare indicated that if the money would be split up between the three groups, the Tourism 
Bureau would not be able to do what they are doing now and jobs would be lost. What we can 
do in 2026 is learn a lot and potentially increase the amount of lodging tax. 
Langowski touched on Granicus the vendor that has been hired to put in a system for collection 
of the lodging tax. The city's building department and planning and zoning will have access to 
Granicus to make sure that our short-term rentals are paying the lodging tax. We received a 
lodging tax report today and the numbers seem flat, but it is hard since we do not see the Lake 
County numbers and some of the numbers lag behind. Currently the lodging tax is an honor 
system, so hopefully with Granicus we will get a better handle on collecting all the lodging tax 
that is out there. 
Dare stated that process is in the work, but there is a lot of additional work that needs to be 
done behind the scenes. 
Bisbee stated that he agrees with A.Forsman, with using a good reinvestment strategy when 
you are bringing money in through one channel you want to reinvest and see if we can create an 
upward movement in that line, currently we are seeing a lot of flat movement. Bisbee addressed 
#1 on Dare's list that the Tourism Bureau continues to receive 95% of lodging tax funds. Bisbee 
asked where the 95% comes from. Dare stated the 95% is in MN State Statute. 
Bisbee asked if it would be negotiable to change the percentage that the Tourism Bureau 
receives. Dare indicated that it could be negotiated. Dare indicated that it would be hard to say 
right now what percentage would start to have a negative effect on the Tourism Bureau. 
A.Forsman indicated that he doesn't want to attack the Tourism Bureau, he is very happy that 
they are supporting local jobs with local talent. Forsman indicated that he wants to make sure 
the City of Ely has a voice at the table as to how those dollars are spent and we want to see our 
voice continue to be heard. We fought for a long time for the City of Ely's voice to be heard by 
the Tourism Bureau and we don't want to lose that. That is why there is a Lodging Tax Board 
and why we reached out directly to the Lodging Tax Board for our request. 
Mayor Omerza stated that the City of Ely is the one that created the Lodging Tax, so we are the 
entity that made it happen in Ely. 
Roose indicated that she likes the plans for 2026 and to also be able to fund the requests that 
have come forward from the City and Chamber. It's really important that the Lodging Tax Joint 
Powers comes up with a strategic plan it self so in the future we can maybe support more 
projects and events. 
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Roose/A.Forsman moved to direct the City's Representative Paul Kess for the Lodging 
Tax Joint Powers Board to support the 2026 Recommendations: 
1. Ely Area Tourism Bureau continues to receive 95% of lodging tax funds. 
2. Use lodging tax board reserve funds, with a 1-year contingency, to meet the requests 
of the City of Ely(utilities) and the Ely Chamber of Commerce(staffing). 
3. Focus on lodging tax compliance across counties and online booking platforms to get 
a complete lodging tax picture. 
4. Lodging Tax Board & stakeholders seek leadership & strategic planning assistance 
while considering other long term spending structures for 2027 and on. 
A.Forsman asked at the October 13th Lodging Tax meeting what is being discussed there. 
Dare indicated that the budget requests are going to be discussed, the City of Ely's request, the 
Chamber of Commerce's request and the Tourism Bureau's request. 
Motion Carried 6-1 with Bisbee voting No. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Standing/Special 
Ely Economic Development Authority (EEDA): Minutes included in the Council Packet 

Cemetery Committee: Minutes included in the Council Packet 

Planning & Zoning Commission and Board of Adjustment 
Matter of Information - Board of Adjustment approved a variance for a 6 feet high fence on the 
Camp Street side of 134 N 5th Ave E. 
A.Forsman plead to the board of adjustment that in the future when privacy fences are 
considered they should think about the snow melt and shade. In this particular case the fence is 
on the south side of the street and on the only sidewalk on Camp Street, ice is an issue on the 
sidewalk in this area. 
Langowski stated that it is the responsibility of the homeowner to removed the snow within 24 
hours. 

Matter of Information - Board of Adjustment approved the variance at 48 E James St, a zero 
set-back from the right of way property line on 1st Ave E and E James St, as well as a city 
encroachment of 0-6" on the E James St side, with the following conditions: If the city needs to 
reconstruct S 1st Ave E, or needs access to any of the utilities in the right of way, and the fence 
restricts the ability to do so, any extra costs to remove the fence will be the sole responsibility of 
the homeowner. If the current homeowner sells the property, all non-conforming aspects of the 
fence must be removed prior to sale of the property. 

Roose/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Planning and Zoning to 
Add Animal Rescue to the list of permissible uses list, by Conditional Use Permit, under 
C1, C2, and M Zoning, and add Dog/Cat Boarding to C1, and C2 by Conditional Use 
Permit and to have Attorney Klun start the ordinance process. 
Bisbee asked if these can be done in a batch process through council twice yearly. 
Roose indicated that we could bring these forward a couple times a year if that is what the 
council wants. 

5 
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Join us on Saturday, December 6th, at the MN North College 

- Vermilion Campus (Room CL 104) in Ely for a day of 

networking and learning about invasive species. Hear from 

local natural resource professionals and community 

members as they discuss the terrestrial and aquatic invasive 

plants found in the Ely area, the threats these species pose 

to our ecosystems, and what you can do to help prevent 

their spread. This free event will feature demonstrations and 

presentations from the Minnesota DNR, North St. Louis 

SWCD, and Lake County SWCD. We hope to see you there! 

Funding is available to assist private landowners in this 

region with removing priority invasive species on their 

property. Stop by this event or contact your local Soil and 

Water Conservation District to learn if you qualify! 
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City of Ely 
Bills List for Council Meeting on 

12/2/2025 

Oct/Nov Gen Gov Bills List 
Oct/Nov Enterprise Bills List 

$ 

105,377.58 
10,622.05 

115,999.63 
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CITY OF ELY COUNCIL CHECK LIST FOR APPROVAL Page: 1 
Check Issue Dates: 11/18/2025 - 11/25/2025 Nov 25, 2025 09:53AM 

Check Issue Date Check Number Payee Amount Description 

11/18/2025 106985 BECKLIN & WHITNEY 7,410.28 BUILDING OFFICIAL 
11/19/2025 106986 ACE HARDWARE 118.47 OPERATING SUPPLY 
11/19/2025 106987 AE2S LLC 2,096.36 TOX.REDUCTS 
11/19/2025 106988 BISSONETTE, TROY 399.96 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 
11/19/2025 106989 CTC 1,630.84 TELEPHONES 
11/19/2025 106990 DULUTH ARCHAEOLOGY CENTER 7,082.91 FIRE APP. BUILDING 
11/19/2025 106991 ELY ECHO 2,346.69 MINUTES 
11/19/2025 106992 ELY HARDWARE INC 58.95 OPERATING SUPPLY 
11/19/2025 106993 EZ CITATION 200.69 COMPUTERS/SOFTWARE 
11/19/2025 106994 FERGUSON WATERWORKS #2518 84.87 COLLECTIONS 
11/19/2025 106995 FRONTIER 882.07 TELEPHONES 
11/19/2025 106996 GMEN 1,091.52 REFUSE/GARBAGE 
11/19/2025 106997 GRAINGER 60.76 REPAIR/MAINS SUPPLY 
11/19/2025 106998 HACH COMPANY 172.23 CHEM/CHEM PRODUCTS 
11/19/2025 106999 IN CONTROL INC 400.00 PRO. SERVICES 
11/24/2025 107000 JPJ ENGINEERING INC .00 CONANT ST 3RD-2ND 
11/19/2025 107001 L&L RENTALS INC. 1,035.00 FOR LINE WORK-UNDERGROU 
11/19/2025 107002 LOCATORS & SUPPLIES 1,214.21 SAFETY EQUIP-JACKETS 
11/19/2025 107003 LUCKY BOY SERVICES 530.00 REFUSE/GARBAGE 
11/19/2025 107004 MIDCO 120.42 COMPUTERS 
11/19/2025 107005 MN DEPT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY 200.00 ANNUAL BOILER INSPECTION 
11/19/2025 107006 NAPA PARTS CENTER 1,187.92 VECH. MAIN 
11/19/2025 107007 NTS 9,809.50 DEPOT 
11/19/2025 107008 PACE ANALYTICAL SERVICES INC 323.00 WATER TESTS 
11/19/2025 107009 QUADIENT LEASING 196.44 POSTAGE 
11/19/2025 107010 RALPH SWANSON CONSTRUCTION I 400.00 SLUDGE DISPOSAL 
11/19/2025 107011 RESCO 97.07 ELEC LINE EQUIP 
11/19/2025 107012 RETROFIT COMPANIES INC 1,861.36 CIP 
11/19/2025 107013 SWANSON GRAVEL SALES 9,362.50 CONAN ST 
11/19/2025 107014 TKDA 27,332.19 MASTER PLAN 
11/19/2025 107015 ZIEGLER INC 4,499.32 VECH. MAIN 
11/24/2025 107016 ELY LICENSE BUREAU 156.00 1995 LOAD BOY TRAILER-WEN 
11/24/2025 107017 JPJ ENGINEERING INC 13,638.10 CONAN 2ND-3RD 
11/24/2025 107018 PREMIER PYROTECHNICS, INC 20,000.00 2026 FIREWORKS 

Grand Totals: 115,999.63 
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CITY OF ELY Invoice Register - Council Page: 

Input Dates: 11/17/2025 - 11/25/2025 Nov 25, 2025 09:54AM 

Name Invoice Total Cost Description 

4 ACE HARDWARE 

ACE HARDWARE 405196 32.17 OPERA TING SUPPLY 

ACE HARDWARE 405220 23.48 OPERATING SUPPLY 

ACE HARDWARE 405220 23.47 OPERATING SUPPLY 

ACE HARDWARE 406272 39.35 AIR HOSE/AIR PLUGNALVES 

Total 4 ACE HARDWARE: 118.47 

152 ELY ECHO 

ELY ECHO 105990 73.01 READING OF ORD. 392 

ELY ECHO 105991 608.40 MINUTES 

ELY ECHO 105992 63.98 PUBLIC HEARING 

ELY ECHO 105993 975.98 MINUTES 

ELY ECHO 105497 169.00 FIRE DEPT. OPEN HOUSE 

ELY ECHO 105994 143.66 CEMETERY CLEAN UP 

ELY ECHO 105995 211.26 P&Z PUBLIC HEARING 

ELY ECHO 105996 101.40 P&Z PUBLIC HEARING 

Total 152 ELY ECHO: 2,346.69 

158 ELY LICENSE BUREAU 

ELY LICENSE BUREAU 11 /24/2025-L 156.00 1995 LOAD BOY TRAILER-WENT TO AUCTION 

Total 158 ELY LICENSE BUREAU: 156.00 

204 FRONTIER 

FRONTIER 8185 11/2025 351.27 TELEPHONES 

FRONTIER 1041 11/2025 72.50 TELEPHONES 

FRONTIER 1041 11/2025 47.66 TELEPHONES 

FRONTIER 104111/2025 148.50 TELEPHONES 

FRONTIER 1041 11/2025 127.99 TELEPHONES 

FRONTIER 3250 11 /2025 134.15 TELEPHONES 

Total 204 FRONTIER: 882.07 

208 G MEN 

GMEN 207020 1,091.52 REFUSE/GARBAGE 

Total 208 G MEN: 1,091.52 

223 GRAINGER 

GRAINGER 9701145212 30.38 REPAIR/MAINS SUPPLY 

GRAINGER 9701145212 30.38 REPAIR/MAINS SUPPLY 

Total 223 GRAINGER: 60.76 

231 HACH COMPANY 

HACH COMPANY 14755646 172.23 CHEM/CHEM PRODUCTS 

Total 231 HACH COMPANY: 172.23 

256 IN CONTROL INC 

IN CONTROL INC S-INV03113 400.00 PRO. SERVICES 

Total 256 IN CONTROL INC: 400.00 

282 JPJ ENGINEERING INC 

JPJ ENGINEERING INC 22-125 #11 1,265.00 WATER INTAKE 
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CITY OF ELY Invoice Register - Council Page: 2 

Input Dates: 11/17/2025 - 11/25/2025 Nov 25, 2025 09:54AM 

Name Invoice Total Cost Description 

JPJ ENGINEERING INC 22-125 #11 1,265.00- WATER INTAKE 

JPJ ENGINEERING INC 23-240 #4 10,936.85 CONAN ST-8TH-9TH-2024 

JPJ ENGINEERING INC 23-240 #4 10,936.85- CONAN ST-8TH-9TH-2024 

JPJ ENGINEERING INC 24-371 #7 1,436.25 CONANT ST 3RD-2ND 

JPJ ENGINEERING INC 24-371 #7 1,436.25- CONANT ST 3RD-2ND 

JPJ ENGINEERING INC 22-125 #11 # 1,265.00 WATER INTAKE 

JPJ ENGINEERING INC 23-240 #4 #2 10,936.85 CONAN 9TH 

JPJ ENGINEERING INC 24-371 #7 #2 1,436.25 CONAN 2ND-3RD 

Total 282 JPJ ENGINEERING INC: 13,638.10 

303 L&L RENTALS INC. 

L&L RENTALS INC. 213408 1,035.00 FOR LINE WORK-UNDERGROUND POWER 

Total 303 L&L RENTALS INC.: 1,035.00 

324 LOCATORS & SUPPLIES 

LOCATORS & SUPPLIES 0324340-IN 191.37 SAFETY EQUIP 

LOCATORS & SUPPLIES 0324340-IN 191.36 SAFETY EQUIP 

LOCATORS & SUPPLIES 0324340-IN 191.36 SAFETY EQUIP 

LOCATORS & SUPPLIES 0324341-IN 640.12 SAFETY EQUIP-JACKETS 

Total 324 LOCATORS & SUPPLIES: 1,214.21 

355 MIDCO 

MIDCO 3201 11/2025 120.42 COMPUTERS 

Total 355 MIDCO: 120.42 

377 MN DEPT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY 

MN DEPT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY ARB0362414 75.00 ANNUAL BOILER INSPECTION 

MN DEPT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY ABR0362289 75.00 ANNUAL BOILER INSPECTION 

MN DEPT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY ABR0362412 50.00 ANNUAL BOILER INSPECTION 

Total 377 MN DEPT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY: 200.00 

413 NAPA PARTS CENTER 

NAPA PARTS CENTER 759598 847.43 VEGH. MAIN 

NAPA PARTS CENTER 759644 27.59 OIL FILTER/ENGINE OIL FILTER 

NAPA PARTS CENTER 759836 1.40 VEGH. MAIN 

NAPA PARTS CENTER 760122 40.99 VEGH. MAIN 

NAPA PARTS CENTER 760285 29.79 VEGH. MAIN 

NAPA PARTS CENTER 760293 149.85 EINGINE OIUFIL TER 

NAPA PARTS CENTER 760368 20.54 VEGH. MAIN 

NAPA PARTS CENTER 761211 70.33 TRANSMISSION FLUID 

Total 413 NAPA PARTS CENTER: 1,187.92 

453 NTS 

NTS INV5567 9,809.50 DEPOT 

Total 453 NTS: 9,809.50 

467 PACE ANALYTICAL SERVICES INC 

PACE ANALYTICAL SERVICES INC 2510050490 323.00 WATER TESTS 

Total 467 PACE ANALYTICAL SERVICES INC: 323.00 
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CITY OF ELY Invoice Register - Council Page: 3 

Input Dates: 11/17/2025 - 11/25/2025 Nov 25, 2025 09:54AM 

Name Invoice Total Cost Description 

492 PREMIER PYROTECHNICS, INC 

PREMIER PYROTECHNICS, INC 2026 FIREW 20,000.00 2026 FIREWORKS 

Total 492 PREMIER PYROTECHNICS, INC: 20,000.00 

517 RESCO 

RESCO 3093665 97.07 ELEC LINE EQUIP 

Total 517 RESCO: 97.07 

519 RETROFIT COMPANIES INC 

RETROFIT COMPANIES INC 0131369-IN 1,861.36 CIP 

Total 519 RETROFIT COMPANIES INC: 1,861.36 

608 TKDA 

TKDA 22987.000-2 18,400.00 CITY HALL REPAIRS 

TKDA 20799.000-2 7,940.19 MASTER PLAN 

TKDA 17 449.007-2 992.00 FIRE APP. BLD 

Total 608 TKDA: 27,332.19 

671 ZIEGLER INC 

ZIEGLER INC SI000722277 4,499.32 VEGH. MAIN 

Total 671 ZIEGLER INC: 4,499.32 

733 RALPH SWANSON CONSTRUCTION INC 

RALPH SWANSON CONSTRUCTION INC 2170 400.00 SLUDGE DISPOSAL 

Total 733 RALPH SWANSON CONSTRUCTION INC: 400.00 

744 SWANSON GRAVEL SALES 

SWANSON GRAVEL SALES 2460 9,362.50 CONAN ST 

Total 744 SWANSON GRAVEL SALES: 9,362.50 

999 BECKLIN & WHITNEY 

BECKLIN & WHITNEY PR-24-2025 7,410.28 BUILDING OFFICIAL 

Total 999 BECKLIN & WHITNEY: 7,410.28 

1180 BISSONETTE, TROY 

BISSONETTE, TROY 11/06/2025 399.96 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 

Total 1180 BISSONETTE, TROY: 399.96 

1328 CTC 

CTC 2160598 11/2 22.76 TELEPHONES 

CTC 216059811/2 715.48 TELEPHONES 

CTC 2160598 11/2 38.48 TELEPHONES 

CTC 2160598 11/2 325.09 TELEPHONES 

CTC 2160598 11/2 38.48 TELEPHONES 

CTC 216059811/2 61.23 TELEPHONES 

CTC 2160598 11/2 234.56 TELEPHONES 

CTC 2160598 11/2 54.69 TELEPHONES 

CTC 2160598 11/2 54.74 TELEPHONES 

CTC 2160598 11/2 85.33 TELEPHONES 
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CITY OF ELY 

Name 

Total 1328 CTC: 

1405 FERGUSON WATERWORKS #2518 

FERGUSON WATERWORKS #2518 

Total 1405 FERGUSON WATERWORKS #2518: 

1409 LUCKY BOY SERVICES 

LUCKY BOY SERVICES 

LUCKY BOY SERVICES 

LUCKY BOY SERVICES 

Total 1409 LUCKY BOY SERVICES: 

1412 DULUTH ARCHAEOLOGY CENTER 

DULUTH ARCHAEOLOGY CENTER 

DULUTH ARCHAEOLOGY CENTER 

Total 1412 DULUTH ARCHAEOLOGY CENTER: 

1415 QUADIENT LEASING 

QUADIENT LEASING 

Total 1415 QUADIENT LEASING: 

1440 AE2S LLC 

AE2S LLC 

AE2S LLC 

AE2S LLC 

Total 1440 AE2S LLC: 

1613 EZ CITATION 

EZCITATION 

Total 1613 EZ CITATION: 

1805 ELY HARDWARE INC 

ELY HARDWARE INC 

Total 1805 ELY HARDWARE INC: 

Grand Totals: 

Report GL Period Summary 

Vendor number hash: 

Vendor number hash - split: 

Total number of invoices: 

Total number of transactions: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Invoice Register - Council 

Input Dates: 11/17/2025-11/25/2025 

Invoice 

0558457 

3476 

3476 

3476 

2025-35 

2025-34 

Q2089608 

106702 

106701 

106700 

617 

2510-898528 

Total Cost 

1,630.84 

84.87 COLLECTIONS 

84.87 

210.00 REFUSE/GARBAGE 

185.00 REFUSE/GARBAGE 

135.00 REFUSE/GARBAGE 

530.00 

2,543.70 FIRE APP. BUILDING 

4,539.21 AMBULANCE 

7,082.91 

196.44 POSTAGE 

196.44 

293.00 TOX.REDUCTS 

622.11 WWTF 2025 FACILITY PLAN 

1,181.25 l&ISTUDY 

2,096.36 

200.69 COMPUTERS/SOFTWARE 

200.69 

58.95 OPERA TING SUPPLY 

58.95 

115,999.63 

Page: 4 

Nov 25, 2025 09:54AM 

Description 
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~/,~~ CLERK'S 
'-#,WJOFFICE 

Boards and Committee Openings 

The City of Ely is calling for interested applicants to fill the following vacancies on the 

Heritage Preservation Commission 
2- Mid Term 

*resident or non-resident 

Planning & Zoning Commission 
1-Mid Term 

* resident or non-resident 

Housing & Redevelopment Authority (HRA) 
2- 3 Year Terms 

*resident or non-resident 

Tree Board 
1-3 Year Term 

* resident or non-resident 

For more information on the committees go to https://www.ely.mn.us/boards If you are interested in 

serving on a committee please remit a letter of interest or fill out the "Application to serve on city 

commission" and remit to the Ely City Clerk's Office, 209 E. Chapman Street, Ely, MN or email 

deputyclerk@ely.mn.us by December 11, 2025 at 4:30pm. Questions, please contact the Clerk­

Treasurer's Office at 218-365-3224. 

Harold R Langowski 
Clerk/Treasurer 

Ely Echo 
November 22, 2025 
November 29, 2025 
December 6, 2025 
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·1 

Trembath's Machine and Welding, Inc. 
Steel Fabrication and Equipment Repair 

2110E.SheridanSt. 100360 
Ely,MN 55731 
(218) 365-3215 

Terms: Net 30 days 

Customer's / ..tJ, 
Order No .. ____________ Date / Q ~ l7 

Name{!,,·~ 

SOLO BY CASH 

af(L v 
I 

I 

MDSE. RETD. PAID OUT 

All claims and returned goods MUST be accompanied by this bill 

Rec'd by 

.. ----. ----------------

20✓ 
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LEASE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF ELY AND THE ELY DOG PARK NON-PROFIT 

ASSOCIATION 

This Lease Agreement effective the __ day of _______ , 2025, is entered into by 
The City of Ely ("Landlord"), and The Ely Dog Park Association ("Tenant"). It is a legal 
agreement between the Tenant and the Landlord to rent the Premises described below. 

Landlord and Tenant agree to the following terms. 

1. The Premises ("Premises") shall include the South East Corner Field (#4) 
located at 2100 Old Airport Road, Ely MN 55731. 

2. Term of Lease. This Lease is for a term of one (1) year and one (1) month 
beginning on December 1, 2025 and terminates on December 31, 2026. 

3. Rent. The rent for the Premises is $0.00 per month. In lieu of rent, the 
Association will be responsible for maintenance and upkeep of the field in a manner and 
condition as set forth in section 5 of this lease. 

4. Non-profit status. The Ely Dog Park Association must maintain an active a 
501c3 status with the state of Minnesota, remain in good standing, and provide documentation to 
the city at the time of lease renewal. 

5. Maintenance Responsibilities. It shall be the sole responsibility of the Ely Dog 
Park Association to maintain the grass, brnshing/trees, fencing, trash collection, and overall 
general maintenance and care of the premise. The Ely Dog Park Association will be responsible 
for providing a year-round portable restroom on the premise. Major infrastrncture upkeep and 
maintenance of existing infrastrncture such as but not limited to; City sewer, water or Electric, 
and existing strnctures will be at the sole responsibility of the Landlord. Requests to the Landlord 
for any funding, services, or upgrades/ improvements needed, must be made in writing, and 
submitted to the Landlord no later than July 1st to be considered for the next year. 

6. Use of Premises. The Premises shall be used and occupied by Tenant and its 
invitees only, and only for its approved usage (Dog Park). The Premises may be used for storage 
and general maintenance of the Tenant's equipment as approved by the Landlord. The Tenant 
may not use the Premises for any unlawful activity. The Tenant may not use the Premises for the 
purpose of carrying on any business, profession or trade based out of the Premises. In particular, 
Tenant agrees that (a) Tenant will not unlawfully allow controlled substances in the Premises; 
and (b) the area in which the Premises is located will not be used by the Tenant or others acting 
under his or her control to manufacture, sell, give away, barter, deliver, exchange, distribute, or 
posses a controlled substance in violation of any local, state, or federal law, including Minnesota 
Statute Chapter 152. This agreement by Tenant is not violated if a person other than Tenant 
possesses or allows controlled substances in the Premises unless the Tenant knows or has reason 
to know of the activity. Tenant(s) will not use the Premises and its common areas for 
prostitution. Tenant(s) will not unlawfully use or possess a firearm or hazardous substances in 

Page 1 of 3 
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the Premises or its common areas. Alcohol, cannabis/cannabinoid and tobacco use are 
prohibited. Hours of use: The use of the premise will be from dawn to dusk, daily. The Ely Dog 
Park will have sole use/access of the designated Dog Park (Field #4). Events outside of the 
normal scope of a "Dog Park" will require approval from the Landlord. 

7. Right of Entry. Tenant acknowledges that Landlord may enter the premises 
without giving tenant notice. 

8. Assignment and Subletting. Tenant may not assign this Lease, lease the 
Premises to anyone else (sublet), sell this Lease or permit any other person to use the Premises 
without the prior written consent of the Landlord. 

9. Liability. Landlord is not responsible for any damage or injury that is done to 
Tenant on its property caused by fire, water, explosion or any other cause in the Premises. 
Landlord is not responsible for loss of any of Tenant's property from the Premises or the 
building by theft or other cause. Tenant acknowledges that Landlord is not responsible for 
Tenant's property being stored on said Premises and agrees to provide its own insurance on such 
equipment and personal property. Prior to occupying said Premises, Tenant shall maintain 
throughout the Te1m and any Renewal Term of this Agreement a comprehensive general liability 
insurance policy with minimum coverage limits of $500,000 per individual claimant and 
$1,500,000 for any number of claims arising out of a single occmrence. The City of Ely shall be 
named as an Additional Insured on Lessee's policy. This endorsement shall provide insured 
status to the City for liability arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of the leased 
premises during the CUP use duration. 

10. Indemnification. Tenant shall hold harmless and indelllllify Landlord for any 
liability arising out of any claim for personal injury or property damage incurring on the 
Premises or resulting from Tenant's use of the Premises or other property leased hereunder and 
as further protection to the Landlord, Tenant agrees to maintain and carry a policy of insurance 
for all liability for injuries or prope1iy damage which may occur on the Premises or through the 
use of the same or use of other property leased hereunder, said policy to contain minimal limits 
of One Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000.00) for property damage, said 
policy to name the Landlord as an additional insured on a primary noncontributory basis. 
Landlord reserves the right to require the amount of the insurance coverage to be adjusted from 
time to time if, in the opinion of the Landlord, the amount of insurance in force is not adequate to 
properly protect the Landlord from possible liability. 

11. Rules and Regulations. The Ely Dog Park Association shall be responsible for 
enforcement and education of the mles set fourth in this section, to include the following: 

1. Follow all conditions set forth in the conditional use permit. 
2. Dog park hours are dawn to dusk. 
3. Dog must be at least 6 months old, and visibly wearing a City of Ely pet 

license tag. If a visitor is not a City of Ely resident, a current visible rabies tag 
is acceptable. 

Page 2 of 3 
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4. Dogs known to be aggressive or females in heat are not allowed in the dog 
park. Dogs declared as dangerous animals under Ely city code, or potentially 
dangerous under state statute, are not permitted in the dog park. 

5. Pinch, prong, and spikes collars are not allowed in the dog park. 
6. Owners must clean up after their dog(s) and deposit feces in the containers 

provided. 
7. All dogs must be leashed outside of the dog park, and off leash in the dog 

park. Owners must be in control, and have sight of their dog(s) at all times. A 
leash must be carried by the handler at all times, even in the off-leash area. 

8. Dog owners are legally and financially responsible for their dog's behavior. If 
your dog inflicts injmy to another dog, or person, you must give your name 
and contact number to the other party involved before leaving the park. 

9. The City of Ely, and the Ely Dog Park Association are not responsible for the 
supervision of dogs, or damage or injury caused by a dog. Your presence in 
the dog park is at your own risk. 

10. Food, glass containers, alcohol, cannabis/cannabinoid and tobacco products 
and use are all prohibited from the dog park. 

11. Anyone seeing violations of these rules should contact the Ely Dog Park 
Association at 218-xxx-xxxx. Ifyou need to report an emergency, call 9-1-1. 

12. The location of the Dog Park is 2100 Old Airport Rd. 
13. Motor vehicles are prohibited except for approved maintenance vehicles. 
14. All other city park rules apply. 
15. Dogs will not be allowed on any of the other baseball/softball fields other than 

the designated Dog Park. 
16. It will be the responsibility of the Ely Dog Park to educate and uphold these 

rules. 

12. Questions regarding this lease, forwarding of schedules, and scheduling conflicts 
can be directed to the City of Ely, Planning and Zoning Administrator Scott Kochendorfer at 
218-365-3224 Ext 3, or pzadmin@ely.mn.us 

Dated this ___ day of ______ , 2025. 

City of Ely 

By ___________ _ 
Heidi Omerza-Mayor 

By ___________ _ 
Harold R. Langowski - Clerk/Treasurer 

The Ely Dog Park Association 

By ___________ _ 

By ___________ _ 

Page 3 of 3 
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11/17/25, 12:08 PM IMG_0011 .jpeg 

1. Follow all conditions set forth in the Conditional Use Permit. 
2. Dog Park hours are Dawn To Dusk. 
3. Dog must be at least 6 mo. old, and visibly wearing a City of Ely Pet License Tag. 
If a visitor is not a City of Ely resident, a current visible rabies tag is acceptable. 
4. Dogs know to be aggressive, or females in heat, are not allowed in the park. Dogs 
declared as dangerous animals under Ely city code, or potentially dangerous under 
state statute, are not permitted in the dog park. 
5. Pinch, prong, and spike collars are not allowed in the dog park. 
6. Owners must clean up after their dog (s) and deposit feces in the containers provided. 
7. All dogs must be leashed outside of the dog park, and off leash in the dog park. 
Owners must be in control, and have sight of their dog(s) at all times. A leash must 
be carried by the handler at all times, even in the off-leash area. 
8. Dog owners are legally and financially responsible for their dog's behavior. If your 
dog inflicts injury to another dog, or person, you must give your name and contact 
number to the other party involved before leaving the park. 
9. The City of Ely, and the Ely Dog Park Association are not responsible for the 
supervision of dogs, or damage or injury caused _by a dog. Your presence in the Dog 
Park is at your own risk. 
10. Food, glass containers, alcohol, cannabis/cannabinoid and tobacco products 
and use, are all prohibited from the Dog Park. 
11. Anyone seeing violations of these rules should contact the Ely Dog Park Association 
at 218-235-3137. If you need to report an emergency, call 911. 
12. The location of the Dog Park is 2100 Old Airport Road. 
13. Motor vehicles are prohibited except for approved maintenance vehicles. 
14. All other city park rules apply. 
15. Dogs will not be allowed on any of the other baseball/softball fields, other than the 
designated Dog Park, and it will be the responsibility of the Ely Dog Park to educate 
and enforce these rules. ". 

https://mail .google.com/mail/u/O/?tab=rm&ogbl#inbox/FMfcgzQcqtXwMxhLwHzhDmHlkwRPlkDz?projector=1 1/1 
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City of Ely 2026 Tobaco Licenses 
Company Name Address City State Zip 

Ely Liquor 1406 E Sheridan St Ely MN 55731 
Range Cooperatives 46 W Sheridan St Ely MN 55731 
Chapman St Books & Prairie Fire 139 E Chapman St Ely MN 55731 
Dollar General 303 W Sheridan St Ely MN 55731 
Edwards Oil 620 E Sheridan St Ely MN 55731 
Holiday Stationstores, Inc 1037 E Sheridan St Ely MN 55731 
Mike's Drive In Liquor 401 E Sheridan St Ely MN 55731 
Voyaguer Short Stop 1815 E Sheridan St Ely MN 55731 
Zups Food Market 1500 E Sheridan St Ely MN 55731 
Zups Warehouse Liquor 1500 E Sheridan St Ely MN 55731 
Kwazy Wabbitt 11 N Central Ely MN 55731 
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Facts: 

1.) On October 7th, Ely City council voted 6-1 with the following motion: "Direct the 
City's representative, Paul Kess for the Lodging Tax Joint Powers board to 
support the following 2026 recommendations: 1.) Ely Area Tourism Bureau to 
receive 95% of lodging tax funds. 2.) Use lodging reserve funds with a 1-year 
contingency to meet requests of City of Ely (utilities) and Ely Chamber of 
Commerce (staffing). 3.) focus on lodging tax compliance across counties and 
online platforms to get complete lodging tax picture. 4.) lodging tax board and 
stakeholders seek leadership and strategic planning assistance while considering 
other long-term spending structure for 2027 and on. 

2.) On November 51h, Paul Kess, at the Joint Powers Lodging tax board meeting did 
not vote as directed. 

3.) On November 51h, when Paul Kess was questioned at the meeting why he was 
not voting as directed by the Ely City Council he defended his position saying "I 
asked both the clerk, mayor and a councilor, was it a recommendation to me or 
do I have the freedom to vote how I see fit? And the three of them said 'I have 
the discretion"'. This was reported in the Ely Echo. 

4.) On November 18th, two lodging tax payers that have their lodging operation in Ely 
City Limits spoke about the issues with the Ely representative on the Joint 
Powers Lodging tax board. 

5.) On February 181h, there were 3 letters submitted addressing concerns regarding 
Paul Kess and the process in which he was appointed to be the Ely 
representative on the Joint Powers Lodging Tax board. 

Motion: 

I, Emily Roose, make a motion to replace Paul Kess on the Joint Powers lodging tax 
board and appoint an Ely City Councilor. 

Rationale: 

Paul Kess is choosing to vote in a manner that is inconsistent with the directions of the 
Ely City Council. 




