Regular Meeting Ely City Council Minutes
January 06, 2026-City Hall, Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Omerza called the Ely City Council meeting to order at 5:30pm

PRESENT: Council Members A. Forsman, Lahtonen, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and Mayor
Omerza
ABSENT: Council Member Debeltz

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Lahtonen/Campbell moved to approve minutes from the December 16th, 2025 Public
Hearing Regarding Ordinance 393, 394, and 396, and the Regular Council Meeting
Minutes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: None

MAYOR’S REPORT

Council Committee Representatives- Mayor Omerza provided the list of current committee
members and asked council to look over the current list and bring committee suggestions to the
Clerk’s Office.

Mayor Omerza gave an update on the Joint Powers meeting that was held at the Grand Ely
Lodge on January 5, 2026 and thanked Clerk Langowski for his efforts in communicating Ely’s
needs at the meeting, specifically the Water Line Project.

CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda

B. Reschedule the February 3, 2026 Council meeting to February 10, 2026 at 5:30pm since the
caucuses are on February 3 and no public meetings can be held in the evening.

C. Call for sealed bids for the 2026 legal newspaper

Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to approve the consent agenda items A-C. Motion Carried 6-0-1

with Debeltz absent.

REQUESTS TO APPEAR: NONE

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Standing/Special

Projects Committee

Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to pay
Utility Systems of America for the water and sewer work at the Ely Depot for $142,500.
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

Ely Utilities Commission (EUC)

A. Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve
$425.00 for the Associate Membership fee to the MN Rural Water Association Motion
Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.
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A. Forsman/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the
request for assistance and in-kind services from the Winter Festival Committee, February
5-15, 2026. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

A. Forsman/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve
$8,499.00 for the 2026 MN Municipal Utilities Association Membership Dues. Motion
carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

A. Forsman/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the
$1000 payment to Mick Shusta for the September and October A Operator Services at the
WTP/WWTF. Motion carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

A. Forsman/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the
$35.00 energy rebate to Derounian/Hardwicke at 137 E Boundary St. Motion Carried 6-0-1
with Debeltz absent.

Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) -Minutes in packet

Donald G Gardner Humanities Trust — Minutes in Packet

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
Clerk-Treasurer
Langowski stated the outdoor rink and the rec center is open and ready for use

Fire Chief

Chief Marshall gave and update on recent Fire and First Responders calls and also provided the
Council with Fire Department 2025 Q4 Summary and 2025 Annual Summary.

Chief Marshall discussed the Quarter 4 Summary: there were 66 medical calls, 17 fire calls, and
13 other (meetings, training, etc). The department average response rate was 54%. For the
annual 2025 summary there were 279 medical calls, 62 fire calls, and 50 other (meetings,
trainings, etc) The average response rate for 2025 was 48%, with Rich Ojala and Dave Marshall
having a 89% response rate, and fifteen members having 50% or more of the calls. In 2025 the
Ely Fire Department had 57 calls (91.9%) in the City of Ely and Stony Township, 1 call (1.6%)
for Morse Fall Lake Mutual Aid, 3 calls (4.8%) for Babbitt Mutual Aid, O calls (0.0%) for
Greenwood Township Mutual Aid, and 1 call (1.6%) for Tower Mutual Aid. An engine and two
personal were also sent to the Brimson Complex Fire for two days in May.

Library Director-
Library Director Heinrich discussed the programs at the library which can be found on the
Library website.

Police Chief

Lahtonen/A. Forsman moved to approve a 3-day suspension from January 7, 8, and 9 for
C&B Warehouse DBA Voyageur Short Stop for selling Low Potency Hemp Edibles to an
Underage Buyer. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

Chief Houde also provided the Council with the December Police Stats
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City Attorney

City Engineer

COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information
League of Minnesota Cities Regional Safety Group Members Training Cost Increase for 2026
Arrowhead Library System 2026 Annual Budget Summary

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:

A. City and EUC Claims for January 6, 2026 for $1,146.965.81

B. 2026 League of Minnesota Cities Membership Dues for $4495.00

C. 2026 Minnesota Mayors Association Membership Dues for $30.00

D. 2026 Range Association of Municipalities and Schools(RAMS) Membership dues for
$864.00

Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve claims for payment items A-D. Motion Carried 6-0-1

with Debeltz absent.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Campbell/Roose moved to approve 2026 official city depositories: Frandsen Bank &
Trust, Highland Bank and 4M Fund. Motion Carried 5-0-1-1 with Omerza abstaining and
Debeltz absent.

Roose/A.Forsman moved to approve the request from the Ely Winter Festival for In Kind
Services. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

Bisbee/Campbell moved to approve the 10-year Lease between the City of Ely and the St
Louis County Sheriff’s Office. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

Roose/A. Forsman moved to approve Resolution 2026-001 Resolution Authorizing City
Officials and Staff to Attend Meetings Outside of Ely. Roll Called: A. Forsman- Yes,
Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz — Absent, Roose-Yes, Campbell-Yes, Bisbee-Yes, Mayor Omerza-
Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent

Roose/A. Forsman moved to approve Resolution 2026-002 Resolution Authorizing
Application of the Ely Igloo Snowmobile Club to Conduct Minnesota Lawful Charitable
Gambling at the Frisky Otter. Roll Called: A. Forsman- Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz —
Absent, Roose-Yes, Campbell-Yes, Bisbee-Yes, Mayor Omerza-Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1
with Debeltz absent.

A. Forsman/ Lahtonen moved to approve the Letter of Understanding Between the City of
Ely and Ely Supervisors of Other than Essential Employees, Supervisors of Essential
Employees, LELS Local #55, AFSCME Local #1490 — Base Unit, and AFSCME Local #1490
— Essential Unit. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.
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Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the Employment Agreement between the City of Ely
and AFSCME Local 1490 Base Unit January 1, 2026 — December 31, 2028. (subject to final
revisions). Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the Employment Agreement between the City of Ely and
AFSCME Local 1490 Essential Unit January 1, 2026 — December 31, 2028. (subject to final
revisions). Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

Roose/Campbell moved to approve the Letter of Recommendation to participate in the
Arrowhead Regional Development Commission’s Brownfield Assessment Coalition and
Support for the FY2026 Application for a US EPA Brownfield’s Assessment Grant. Motion
Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz absent.

OPEN FORUM:

ADJOURN:
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:17pm without objection.

Katie Richards
Account Clerk



