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Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
January 20, 2026 Minutes  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Omerza called the meeting to order at 5”30pm.  
 
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and 
Mayor Omerza 
ABSENT: None 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the minutes from the January 6, 2026 Public Hearing 
Regarding 3-day Suspension for selling Low Potency Hemp Edible to Underage and the 
Regular Council Meeting Minutes. Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Additions 5 – Updated Council Committee Representatives  
B. Additions 8.A.f. Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC)  
C. Additions 9.D.ii. 2026 Contented Critters Agreement 
D. Additions 10.F. Correspondence from Chamber of Commerce regarding Lodging Tax Board  
E. Additions 10.G. Correspondence from Dafne Caruso regarding Lodging Tax Board  
F. Additions 10.H. Correspondence from Chamber of Commerce regarding the Hubachek 

Tables and Chairs.  
Bisbee/Debeltz moved to approve the Additions A-F. Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
Council Committee Representatives  
Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the 2026 Council Committee Representatives as 
follows: Acting Mayor – A.Forsman, Airport – Bisbee, Budget – A.Forsman, Omerza, 
Lahtonen, Cemetery – Debeltz, Insurance- Omerza, Gardner Trust- Roose, Employee 
Relations – Omerza, Debeltz, Roose, Fire – Omerza, HRA – Lahtonen, HPC –  Campbell, 
Library – Omerza, Park & Rec – Bisbee, Planning & Zoning – Roose, Police – Debeltz, 
Projects – Omerza, Roose, Sanitation- A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, TAB – Debeltz, 
Utilities – A.Forsman, Utilities Alternate –Lahtonen, RAMS – Campbell, RAMS Alternate – 
Roose, Mesabi Trails – R. Skraba, Community Joint Powers – Omerza, Community Joint 
Powers Alternate – A.Forsman, CGMC – Omerza, Hwy #169 Task Force – Callen, Lodging 
Tax Board – Lahtonen, Ely Area Ambulance Service – Roose, Ely Area Ambulance Service 
Joint Powers Board – A.Forsman, Ely Area Ambulance Service Joint Powers Board 
Alternate – Omerza, Tree Board – Bisbee, Ely Green Team – Roose, Ad Hoc 
Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee - Roose. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Mayor Omerza indicated that last Tuesday the St. Louis County Commissioners had their 
meeting in Ely City Hall Council Chambers.  
Mayor Omerza stated that Senator Klobuchar’s office contacted her and indicated that the 
chances are very high to receive $2 Million for the Burntside Water Line Project. We don’t have 
many details yet, but more should be coming out soon.  Thanks to Clerk Langowski for all the 
help on this project to make sure we can get this project completed.  
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Councilor Roose discussed the Community Block Development Grant (CDBG). Roose is an 
advisory member on the committee and Ely is tentatively going to receive $175,000 for the 
Pattison Street Project in 2026  
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 
B. Approve Staff and Council to attend the 2026 Safety and Loss Control Workshops put on by 

the League of MN Cities  
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Consent Agenda items A and B. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  
Eva Sebesta – Executive Director of Ely Chamber of Commerce - Request for table and chairs 
from log cabin to be used at Trailhead 
Sebesta indicated that last May the Chamber was invited to visit the Trailhead. At that time the 
Chamber asked if the tables and chairs could be displayed at the Trailhead. The chairs and 
tables were used for 30 years by researchers on Basswood Lake and then were moved with the 
Hubachek Cabin as the Chamber’s Visitor Center, they do have wear and tear to them.  When 
the bunkhouse was donated in 1976, Frank Hubachek included a table and four original chairs. 
Given the Chamber’s long-standing stewardship of the building, we request the City’s 
permission to display these pieces, along with other artifacts at the new trailhead. The proposed 
display would be located above the vestibule. To address the concerns regarding sunlight 
exposure, the building windows block 88% of UV rays. Additionally, an 8-to-10-foot building 
overhang ensures no direct sunlight will reach the artifacts. Sebesta asked for the table and 
chairs to be displayed at the Trailhead.   
Sebesta discussed the Chamber’s history with the Gawboy Mural.  The Chamber’s first visitor 
center was located at the old Ely Community Center. During that era, the Chamber 
commissioned renowned artist Carl Gawboy to paint a Northwoods mural. While the original 
was recreated for the college, the city recently approved a replica for display at the new 
trailhead to honor this legacy. Sebesta stated to bridge the gap between Ely’s modern facilities 
and its rich outdoor heritage, they recommend the following items for inclusion at the new 
trailhead:  Wildlife Mounts - fish and deer mounts(provided by Ely Chamber), a bear mount, 
(donated by the North American Bear Center), and a potential wolf mount (request pending) – 
and Antique Recreation Gear – an antique wooden dog sled used in the Ely All-American Sled 
Dog Race, Vintage Wooden Skis, poles, and snowshoes and a request is pending for a Seliga 
Canoe. To enhance the visitor experience, each display would include interpretive information 
and vintage black and white photography showcasing local recreation history. Sebesta indicated 
that this request aims to honor the three eras of the Ely’s Visitor Centers while celebrating our 
long history of outdoor recreation. By integrating these vintage items, we can bring an authentic 
“Northwoods feel” to this beautiful modern facility. The Carl Gawboy Mural was at the 1st Visitor 
Center and the Hubachek Table and Chairs were at the 2nd Visitor Center and it would be 
integrating these two items into the new Trailhead and Visitor Center.  
 
Anna Heil – 315 E Pattison St - Comments on Lodging Tax Board 
Heil indicated that she appreciates that council member Lahtonen was appointed to the Lodging 
Tax Board and that their will be a council representative on the Loging Tax Board.  
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Amos Kolodji – 1212 E Madison - Concerns over the Tourism Bureau and Lodging Tax Board 
Kolodji thanked the council for listening to the constituents, by appointing John Lahtonend to the 
Lodging Tax Board.  Kolidji also commented on how easy it was to participate in a council 
meeting.   
 
AJ May Ostlund – 1159 E Madison St -  Lodging Tax Board 
Ostlund thanked the council for putting a council representative on the Lodging Tax Board.  
 
Cindy Smyka – Tourism development in Ely 
Smyka indicated that she is no longer the Tourism director, but is enjoying being home with her 
family now.  
Smyka stated that her calling is still to develop Ely as a destination town. Smyka indicated that 
Ely is at an impasse, we have different attorneys with different interpretations of the statute or 
the law. Our community organizations that we all rely on need more money, and money can be 
made.  We can simplify the collection process, we can confirm compliancy, we can direct our 
professionals to apply their skills to get a larger percentage of our Loving Lake County Event 
Tax.  We must remain focused on being welcoming. We must not lose our Loving Lake County 
Lodging Tax. Smyka indicated that she is a Fall Lake Township Lodging Tax payer and she 
used to be a City of Ely Lodging Tax payer, she understands the differentiating complexity of the 
Lake County one. There is a saying “if you build it they will come,” but if you build it you need to 
manage it and market it. What are the visitors seeing when they come to town?  We need to 
take that into consideration.  We need to take that into consideration regarding the Old Log 
Cabin Building where the Chamber was. There are people that come to town and take a picture 
there every time they visit, we have to make sure that space remains a space of their vision of 
Ely. There will be a sadness if people don’t know where to go and if the log cabin disappears 
and people do not know where to go without proper signage.  
Smyka discussed an upcoming webinar called “Everlasting Ely: The Next  Decade in 
Destination Marketing” on February 25th at 1:30pm. The session will be led by Jennifer Barbee, 
Founder of Destination Innovate.  Jennifer is a globally recognized strategist who has guided 
countries and states through evolving landscape of destination management.  She is providing 
this session to our community at no cost.  The link to register for the webinar is bit.ly/ElyWebinar  
 
Abby Dare – Ely Area Tourism Bureau Budget  
Dare indicated that she originally put together a presentation on the Tourism Bureau Budget 
Updates, but these conversations have been feeling impossible lately. Dare stated that we are 
here because we care deeply about Ely and we work hard to promote the long-term health of 
this area. After this last year and becoming more civically involved, she wanted to be honest as 
to how it has left her feeling, she feels exhausted, disheartened, and at time have felt 
discouraged to continue to engage at this level. Across her work with the Park and Rec, the 
Tourism Bureau, and the Lodging Tax Board she said she has felt a pattern of resistance. 
Resistance to planning, resistance to long term thinking, and resistance to shared vision 
building. Ely is a small town in a remarkable place that has a remarkable history. We sit on the 
edge of a vast wilderness and we are a destination and also a home. This area is right for 
thoughtful planning and community building. Dare said she sometimes thinks of Ely as 2 groups 
of people who are unintentionally pitted against each other. Despite significant over lapping 
values, lifestyles, and hopes for the future. Questions like Are you pro or against mining? Are 
you for Boundary Waters Conservation or Not? Do you ski or do you snowmobile? Were you 
born here or were you not? Those are reductant questions, and they can also be critical 
questions to have, and they can also be fun conversations to have. These either-or framings 



Council Minutes January 20, 2026 

4 
 

have been repeated so often with negativity that they have begun to fracture trust and stall 
collaboration in a real big way.  
The timing of the city’s comprehensive plan work feels really important. The plan was last 
updated about a decade ago. Dare understands how much effort and coordination this kind of 
work requires. Along with this there has been a call for strategic planning around Ely’s Tourism 
Economy, involving the Ely Chamber of Commerce, Tourism Bureau, Visitor Center’s and many 
other stakeholders who all rely on this system.  Tourism is not our only industry but it is a 
foundation of our local economy and it does require careful thinking and stewardship. These two 
efforts, the comprehensive plan and destination marketing or tourism focused strategic plan  
represent massive opportunities. This is the chance to get on the same page, or at least in the 
same book, or even the same library, to practice supporting one another even when we don’t 
perfectly align. Leadership right now isn’t about choosing sides its about helping the community 
stay in a relationship while doing hard work together. You all carry trust and influence within 
your own communities, people voted for you, people want you sitting there. How the council 
uses your influence matters deeply.  There are people showing up in this community ready and 
willing to do the work, they care about Ely’s future, and what they need is to feel supported, not 
stalled, not dismissed, not fragmented by competing narratives. Dare indicated that her request 
is simple, please find ways to actively support the people and process working towards shared 
planning and shared structure and long-term thinking.  Ely has an extraordinary history and 
extraordinary potential. Dare said she believes in Ely and wants to engaged in it and hopefully 
we can treat this moment to as an invitation to build something more connected, resilient and 
forward looking.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special   
Library Board  
Roose/Bisbee moved to have Angela Campbell as the city council member to serve on an 
appointment committee to choose the initial members of the new library foundation. 
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Projects Committee  
Roose/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to 
work to putting the building and property at 1600 E Sheridan St up for sale.  
Bisbee asked if there was any consideration of renting the building.  
Roose indicated that the funds from the sale and the interest we would make on the sale would 
go towards operating the new trailhead.  
Bisbee asked if there would be any stipulation on the use of the building or it being moved?  
Langowski indicate that currently the area is zoned as Commercia 2. Typically, we do not look to 
add conditions to the property or building, but we can talk to Lori Schulze at Ely Lakes & Pines 
Real Estate. We need to think about the future tax base that we can receive from a commercial 
development on that property.  The money from the sale can be used to promote Ely via the Ely 
Trailhead and trails. The next step would be to bring this to Lori Schulze and then it would come 
back to the council.  
Roose indicated she would like to see estimated values with just the land and with the land and 
building.  
Langowski indicated that he will discuss with Schulze.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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Roose/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to 
authorize JPJ engineering to complete the planned and specifications for the 
infrastructure required for the apartment building project. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to 
approve the roof top solar grant agreements for the water treatment plant to be reviewed 
by the EUC and the Council for approval. 
Lahtonen asked if this will come back to council after EUC discusses it. Langowski indicated 
that it will go to EUC first then back to council.  
Roose indicated that the Green Team looked at this and the cost savings for utilities would be 
around $11,000 per year.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.   

 
Airport Commission  
Bisbee/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Airport Commission that 
the city council revisit the Maintenance Rate Agreement, and approve the discussion of 
the Airport Commission’s recommended Maintenance rate change from $16 per hour to 
$32 per hour and to send to the budget committee and negotiation committee for review.  
Roose asked why this was coming forward. Bisbee indicated that we have an agreement with 
Jim Prebilch DBA J&A Enterprises, part of his pay is dictated by funds that are allocated to the 
maintenance portion of his contract. He is currently training someone in on the maintenance 
aspects, what he is currently being compensated by for all the maintenance does not cover all 
the expenses.  
Langowski stated that we have two contracts for the airport facility.  Not a lot of changes have 
been made in the last 25 years, but the staff costs for the contractor have increased 
considerably from $16 per hour.   The contract requires two people to be trained in at the 
Airport.  Currently our Airport Manager is training in a new person. We receive a Maintenance 
and Operations(M and O)  grant from the State of Minnesota, and the  M and O grant has 
changed a bit, they don’t look at the operation any longer they are only looking at the 
maintenance portion.  
A.Forsman indicated that we can bring the contracts to the budget meeting to discuss.  
Bisbee indicated that the Airport Commission reviews the contracts in April so looking to have 
this approved by then.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Park and Recreation Board 
Matter of information – Park and Recreation will have further discussion of the maps at the 
Trailhead at future meetings.  
 
Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation that 
Park and Rec will not accept the Hubachek table and chairs into the Trailhead Building.  
A.Forsman indicated that these tables and chairs have been in possession  of the Chamber of 
Commerce for many years and they are the property of the City of Ely. The presentation from 
the chamber indicating their vision with the Gawboy Mural and the Hubachek Table and Chairs 
and the other memorabilia they would like to put in the Trailhead would represent well.  
A.Forsman indicated that he is against this motion.  
Lahtonen agreed with A.Forsman.  
Debeltz asked if they are in decent shape. Langowski stated that these have been in the 
Hubachek Cabin for over 50 years, currently they would not be used or say on. The Table and 
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Chairs were moved to the Trailhead and we have been in discussion with the chamber to move 
some of the things from the old Visitor Center to the new Trailhead. The Table and Chairs are 
not to be sat on they would just be used for display. Langowski indicated that they were hoping 
that everything would not have to go to council for permission to display. The Chamber has 
always wanted to have some of these things at the new Trailhead. Langowski stated that he is 
not sure what the intent is from the Heritage Preservation Commission(HPC) for the Table and 
Chairs.  
Roose indicated that she supports the recommendation from Park and Recreation, because she 
trusts our committees and this was also another recommendation from the HPC. Roose 
indicated that the Tables and Chairs do not look like they have been well kept.  
Campbell indicated that HPC does not want the table and chairs at the Trailhead.  
Bisbee indicated that recommendation at Park and Rec was not to make a motion against the 
interest of any specific group, but to retain the furniture at the building until the buildings future 
would be determined. Until the future of the building can be determined, it would be prudent to 
retain the furniture at the building rather than allow it to leave.  An example is if a person leases 
a furnished apartment, they don’t take the furniture with them when they leave. If the building 
sells than we can consider moving it to the Trailhead as part of that process.  
Roll Called: A. Forsman- No, Lahtonen-No, Debeltz – No, Roose-Yes, Campbell-Yes, 
Bisbee-Yes, Mayor Omerza-No. Motion Failed 3-4.  
 
Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation to allow 
the WolfTrack Classic Sled Dog Race to utilize the Trailhead area for the event, pending 
proper applications are submitted to city staff.  
Langowski indicated that this will be a lot easier with parking and with the trail right there.  
A.Forsman stated that with this route we will lose the logistical issues with crossing Highway 1 
and Highway 21.  This looks good for now, we will see how it goes on race weekend.  
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation to 
approve “The Wolf” backpacking bike race to camp at Semer’s Park on July 10th leaving 
the morning of July 11th, pending their permit application to the city. Motion Carried 
Unanimously  
 
Green Team: Minutes included in the Council Packet 

 
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC)  
HPC recommendations to Park & Rec 
Recommendation from HPC to recommend that the City Council continue to reserve $1400 in 
donations received by the HPC in 2024 for restoration of the Workman Paintings.  
Langowski indicated that these funds are reserved, so there is no need for a council motion.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 
Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve the purchase order to purchase 2 Graders from 
McCoy Construction for $144,000 that were originally St Louis County’s.  
Langowski indicated that we have been working on this for a while, we currently have $250,000 
budgeted for a motor grader and we are fortunate to have our replacement align with St. Louis 
County’s replacements. To have the graders held for us we need to sign this agreement. This 
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will be an upgrade from the equipment that we currently have.  These will serve us for another 
10-15 years.  The intention would be to put our two graders up for sale in the spring.  
A.Forsman indicated that the current operators are very keen on these units.  We have priced 
other used graders and they are a lot more money than this. This will help our equipment budget 
in the long term.  
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
FY2026 CDBG Initial Funding Recommendations  
Langowski indicated that as presented under the Mayor’s Report the City of Ely should be 
receiving $175,000 for our 2026 Pattison Street Project. Langowski thanked the CDBG 
Committee members for their time and commitment to this committee.  
 
Langowski indicated that the MnDot traffic signals on Sheridan/Central and 3rd Ave/Sheridan will 
be a 4 way stop as a test for 6 weeks starting at the beginning of February for 6 weeks and they 
will do the same test in July.   

 
Fire Chief 
Chief Marshall gave and update on recent Fire and First Responders calls.  

  
Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed the programs at the library which can be found on the 
Library website. 
 
Police Chief 
2025 Police Incident Stats 
Chief Houde discussed the 2025 Incident Statistics. The incidents/calls that the Ely Police 
Department received was 2424 calls in 2025, which is 161 more calls than 2024 and 59 less 
calls than 2023. The top highest calls were Traffic Stops at 288 (increase of 55), Medical Assists 
at 208 (a decrease of 31), Public Assists at 115 (decrease of 19), On View/Out With at 90 
(Increase of 69), Disturbances at 83 (increase of 11), Paper Service 80 (decrease of 26), Animal 
Disturbances at 79 (decrease of 2), Check Welfare at 70 (decrease of 25), and Suspicious 
Activity at 66 (Increase of 17). The full list of calls/incidents is listed in the council packet. Houde 
indicated that we are within averages of each year.  

  
2026 Contented Critters Agreement  
Chief Houde stated that our current agreement is with the Ely Vet Clinic, we will be keeping that 
agreement, but this will be a secondary agreement with Contented Critters if we end up dealing 
with more cats.  
A.Forsman/Roose moved to accept the 2026 Contented Critters Agreement. Motion 
Carried Unanimously  
 
Officer Courtney Olson went over the Christmas Coloring Contest Winners and thanked 
everyone for participating. The Winners were Grades K-3 – 1st Place Chloe Callen, 2nd Place 
Kaitlyn Schoonover, and 3rd Place Ava Olson.  Grades 4-7 – 1st Place Beau Peterson, 2nd Place 
Kada Kohrt, and 3rd Place Sydney Pliettt.  
Olson announced that the Ely Police Department has been named “Rookie of the Year 2025” by 
the National Night Out (NNO) committee!  As a first-time participant, we were one of only eight 
communities across the country to receive this award. NNO 2025 was a better turnout than we 
could’ve ever expected, with almost 500 people coming to the check-in booth! There were 
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bounce houses, carnival games, the Ely Fire Department water tower sprinkler, a chalk art 
contest, face-painting, and multiple first responder agencies present. The crowd favorite, 
however, was the dunk tank. This recognition truly belongs to the residents of Ely. This town 
always knows how to show up for an event, and you absolutely did. We also couldn’t have put 
this event together without donations to our Cops & Kids fund, or the materials donated by local 
businesses and organizations. Thank you doesn’t do it justice, but sincerely, thank you! And 
don’t forget to save the date for National Night Out 2026, on Tuesday August 4th  
 
City Attorney    

 
City Engineer 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information 
- Reminder February 3, 2026 Council meeting rescheduled to February 10, 2026 at 5:30pm 

since the precinct caucuses are on February 3rd and no public meetings can be held in the 
evening.   

- Correspondence from Ian Lah regarding the Lodging Tax Board 
- Correspondence from St Louis County Fair 
-  2025 Passport Sales  
- Ely Community Resources 2025 Quarter 4 Progress Report  
- Correspondence from Chamber of Commerce regarding Lodging Tax Board  
- Correspondence from Dafne Caruso regarding Lodging Tax Board  
- Correspondence from Chamber of Commerce regarding the Hubachek Tables and Chairs.  

 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:  
A. City and EUC Claims for January 20, 2026 for $805,135.88 
B. Final Pay Estimate #16 for the Ely Regional Trailhead Building for $13,544.06 to Max Gray 

Construction  
C. Ely Community Resource 1st Quarter Payment of $5,637.50 
Debeltz/Lahtonen moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A-C. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Committee Seats  
Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the Uncontested Committee Seats:  
- Ely Green Team – Celia Domich, Term Expiring January 31, 2029  
- Housing & Redevelopment Authority – Angela Campbell and Lisa Ledel, Terms Expiring 

January 31, 2028 
- Library Board – Jordyn Stocks, David O’Donnell, Hudson Kingston – Terms Expiring 

January 31, 2029 
- Park and Recreation Board – Abby Dare, Eva Sebesta, Jen Westlund(ISD 696)  – Terms 

Expiring January 31, 2029 
- Police Commission – Paul Dunnom – Term Expiring January 31, 2029 
- Sanitation Committee – Phillip Hegfors, Nora DuBois – Term Expiring January 31, 2029 
- TAB – Scott Meland – Term Expiring January 31, 2028 
- Ely Utilities Commission(EUC) – Rob Wilmunen – Term Expiring January 31, 2029 
- Ad Hoc Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee – Margaret Egan (Resident), Kelsey Lee 

(Business Owner) – Terms Expiring January 31, 2029 
Motion Carried Unanimously  



Council Minutes January 20, 2026 

9 
 

 

Campbell/Bisbee moved to approve the Uncontested HPC – One New Applicant will have 
Mid-Term Seat 
- Heritage Preservation Commission Pam Turnbull(Renewal), Lucy Soderstrom 

(Renewal), Christine Bleyhl(New) Terms Expiring January 31, 2029.  
- Heritage Preservation Commission Sarah Vogl – Mid-Term Expiring January 31, 2027 
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Roose/Lahtonen moved to do interviews for the Contested Committee Seats and the 
committee members that are renewing will be appointed. 
- Airport Commission – Richard Stuart (Renewing)- Term Expiring 1/31/2029 
- Projects Committee – Mike Banovetz (Renewing) and Kris Winkelman (Renewing) – 

Terms Expiring January 31, 2028 
Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
Roose/Bisbee moved to form 2 interview committees for the Airport Commission and 
Planning and Zoning Commission.  Airport Interview Committee will consist of Bisbee, 
Langowski, and Jason Chopp(Chair), and the P&Z Interview Committee will consist of 
Roose, Palcher(vice chair) and Kochendorfer. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Roose thanked everyone that put applications in and A.Forsman said it was great to see all the 
applications.  
Mayor Omerza thanked all the applicants that applied and also thanked the committee members 
that have termed out or chose not to renew their term, for their years of commitment to the City 
of Ely.  

 
Water Plant Roof Solar Project –EMS Energy Management Agreement, State of Minnesota 
Grant Contract Agreement, Ziegler Energy Solutions Solar PV Equipment and Installation 
Agreement 
Langowski indicated that we already discussed this under the projects committee and we will 
move forward once the Ely Utilities Commission puts their input in on this project.  

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Campbell/Roose moved to approve Resolution 2026-003 Resolution Approving a Petition 
for Order Modifying the Composition of the Board of Trustees of the Gardner Humanities 
Trust.  
Lahtonen asked why they are changing this.  
Roose indicated that currently the Board for Gardner Trust is composed of two members from 
NLAA, and it has bee hard to get members from NLAA since they are getting more active with 
all that NLAA is doing around town.  
Roll Called: A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen – No, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, Campbell – 
Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-1 with Lahtonen Voting No.   
 
OPEN FORUM: 
Abby Dare – 120 E Conan  
Dare indicated that she is disappointed in the council’s decision on the Hubachek Table and 
Chairs. The council took into consideration two committee recommendations to and voted 
against the committees.  HPC put together a thorough packet about the table and chairs and 
then it got moved to Park and Rec. At the Park and Recreation Meeting they discussed this 
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topic for over an hour maybe even close to two hours. As Bisbee indicated they did not make 
any recommendations against anybody or any group.  Dare indicated that she does understand 
that we don’t always get what we want or what we recommend, but the Park and Rec 
Committee did take this very seriously. There were two different committees that discussed this 
for hours and hours.  To see the council vote against all the work and the recommendations that 
those committees put in is a little disheartening or confusing to her. Dare indicated that it makes 
her wonder if the council trusts their committees. Dare said she is open to feed back and wants 
to understand better.  
 
Rosa Oesterreich - 2231 Robich Rd  
Oesterreich indicated that she is a small business owner and a professional midwife.  Most of 
the labor delivery units have shut down in the area and she is the closest birth provider in the 
area. Oesterreich stated that she loves this place and the people that live here. She appreciates 
the multiple generations that have lived here and also appreciates the new people that move 
here. Oesterreich indicated that she is concerned with the Lodging Tax Board and that people 
made decisions that were being made by people that were not voted to make those decisions.  
 
Pam Turnbull – 188 Winton Point Rd – Co Chair of the Heritage Preservation Commission  
Turnbull stated that she is taken aback by the process that has been used to circumvent the 
display of the Hubachek Table and Chairs. The HPC has used proper procedure, appealing to 
the city council, and then being referred to the Park and Recreation Committee. They met with 
Park and Rec and spent much time on this. Park and Rec came to a wise decision, especially 
based on what was presented to them, with all the things that might potentially be put into the 
Trailhead building. The name on the trailhead building is the Ely Regional Trailhead, not the Ely 
Chamber of Commerce building. There is a one-year lease on the space the chamber is using.  
At one-point HPC tried to meet with Langowski at the Trailhead to discuss the furniture, but 
Langowski did not show up. The Council overlooked two recommendations from city 
commissions that have done the leg work for the council and for the city.  Park and Rec is 
planning on having their next meeting at the Trailhead to see what space there is to display 
things.  The first priority is the trail maps, and there might not be room for them.  If the Chamber 
wants to display taxidermy they can display it in their area.  
 
ADJOURN: 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 7:15pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 
 


