AGENDA ADDITONS
February 17, 2026 at 5:30pm
Regular Meeting Ely City Council — City Hall, Council Chambers

. CALL TO ORDER

. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee,
and Mayor Omerza

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
(4-8) Approve minutes from the February 10, 2026 Regular Council Meeting Minutes.

. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:
A. Omission 7.C Kyle Gill — Director of Operations at Hubacheck Wilderness Research

Center
B. Addition 10.C. Correspondence from University of Minnesota Hubachek Wilderness

Research Center & Cloquet Forestry Center regarding the Hubachek Table and Chairs
. MAYOR’S REPORT:

. CONSENT AGENDA:
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight's agenda

. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:
A. (9-10) Eva Sebesta- Executive Director Chamber — Ely Dark Sky Festival

B. (11) Abby Dare — Update Tourism Bureau Budget

. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
A. Standing/Special
a. (13-27) Projects Committee
i. (14) Recommendation from Projects Committee to sign the letter of support
requesting funds to improve the TH1/TH169/CR77 intersection at the Y Store.

ii. Recommendation from Projects Committee to recommend the City Council to
approve the listing agreement with Keller Williams pending Attorney Klun’s
review. (Listing agreement will be on March 3™ Council agenda after Attorney
Klun’s Review)

iii. Recommendation from Projects Committee to continue to prioritize water
system improvements for CDS funding.

iv. (16-17) Recommendation from Projects Committee to approve the professional
services contract amendment with TKDA for the City Hall Improvements project
totaling an additional $22,700.
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v. (18-27) Recommendation from Projects Committee to authorize the installation
of the MNDOT signs at the Trailhead/Visitor Center totaling $6,414 and approve
the Chamber sign location at the parking lot entrance on 4t Avenue West.

b. (28) Park & Recreation Board

c. (29-30) Tree Board

d. (31-35) Housing & Redevelopment Authority

e. (36-37) Green Team Committee

f. (38-41) Range Association of Municipalities and Schools (RAMS)

g. Other Committee Meetings

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
A. Clerk-Treasurer

B. Fire Chief
C. Library Director
D

. Police Chief
i. (42-68) New Squad Purchase 2026

E. City Attorney

F. City Engineer

10. COMMUNICATIONS:
A. (69) Correspondence from Eva Sebesta regarding the Ad Hoc Trailhead Design
Committee
B. (70) Correspondence from Eva Sebesta Executive Director Ely Chamber of Commerce
support for Park and Rec as the group overseeing the building, décor, and maps.
C. (Additions A1) Correspondence from University of Minnesota Hubachek Wilderness
Research Center & Cloquet Forestry Center regarding the Hubachek Table and Chairs

11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:
A. (71-79) City and EUC Claims for February 17, 2026 for $442,734.65
B. (80) MN Rural Water Association — Smoke Blower Maintenance Invoice for $5100.00
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12.0LD BUSINESS/:
A. (81-82) Legal Newspaper Bid

B. (83-87) Committee Seats
Ad Hoc Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee - (1 - Term Expiring January
31, 2029)
Cole Kellogg — Resident
Police Commission - (1-Seat Open — Term Expiring 1/31/2029)
Mauro Caruso — Renewal
Projects Committee (EUC Representative)
Mauro Caruso

C. Discussion on Ad Hoc Regional Trailhead Display Committee

13.NEW BUSINESS:
A. (88-92) Payment Agreement between Louise and Charles Chase for the demolition of
130 S Central Ave

B. (93) Resolution 2026-007 Resolution Authorizing Application for the Ely American Legion
Post 248 to Apply for Raffle Permit

C. (94) In Kind Service Request for the WolfTrack Classic Sled Dog Race on February 21
and 22, 2026

D. (95-102) Resolution 2026-008 Resolution Adopting the 2026 City of Ely Fee Schedule
E. (103) Resolution 2026-009 Resolution Outdoor Recreation Grant Program

F. (104) Resolution 2026-010 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely Events Group to
Apply for a Raffle Permit

G. (105-110) Grant Agreement between the City of Ely and the Ely Area Lodging Tax Board
H. (111-132) Employment Agreement between the City of Ely and Law Enforcement Labor

Services (LELS) Local #55 January 1, 2026 - December 31, 2028 (subject to final
revisions)

14.OPEN FORUM:

15.ADJOURN:



UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

College of Food, Agricultural and Cloquet Forestry Center

Natural Resource Sciences 175 University Road
Cloguet, MN 55720
office: 218-726-6400
htip://cfe.cfansumn.edu/

Hubachek Wilderness Research Center

PO Box 96/425 Shady Lane

Ely, MN 55731

office: 218-365-7766
http:/lefe.cfans.umn.edu/facilities/hubachek

Ely City Council
Ely City Hall

209 E Chapman St.
Ely, MN 55731

February 16, 2026

Dear members of the Ely City Council,

We were recently made aware that the Ely Chamber of Commerce building and a historical table and set of chairs within
may be made available for potential relocation to the University of Minnesota Hubachek Wilderness Research Center
(HWRC) on Fall Lake. This was brought to our attention because of the historical connection between the Chamber of
Commerce building and our HWRC buildings, many of which were originally built on Basswood Lake as part of Frank B.
Hubachek Sr’s wilderness research endeavor called the Wilderness Research Foundation. Having this potential brought to
our attention has encouraged us to assess whether the building, if relocated, could serve our present and future
programmatic needs. Our assessment reveals that, unfortunately, the building relocation would not fit well with our
present and future needs. However, we would appreciate being able to accept and relocate the table and chairs to our main

Lodge building to be put to use by our users.

At present, our HWRC facilities and land host a range of place-based experiential research, education, and land
stewardship projects and groups that are tied to understanding, protecting and perpetuating northern forest ecosystems and
wilderness character and values. Groups that use the forest and facilities include University of Minnesota courses and
researchers, United States Forest Service research and monitoring staff and volunteers, occasional Minnesota North —
Vermillion student groups, and other local, regional, and national groups. To learn more, please check out our 2025 View

From the Woods annual newsletter at z.umn.edu/vitw25.

Our present and future infrastructure needs, which were used to assess the potential for the Commerce building, include a
30-person classroom and additional four-season dorm-style lodging. Unfortunately, we do not see the Commerce building

being able to be repurposed for either of these priorities.

We are grateful to the Ely City Council for reaching out to explore the potential of relocating the historical Hubachek
building and table and chairs. We look forward to hearing about your final decision regarding the table and chairs.

Sincerely,

KLLl

Kyle G Gill

Director of Operations
University of Minnesota Hubachek Wilderness Research Center & Cloquet Forestry Center
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