Regular Meeting Minutes Ely City Council
March 3, 2026 — City Hall, Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Omerza called the Ely City Council Meeting to order at 5:31pm.

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and
Mayor Omerza
ABSENT: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the minutes from the February 17, 2026 Regular
Council Meeting Minutes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:
A.Forsman/Roose moved to omit 12.A — Old Business — Discussion on Ad Hoc Regional
Trailhead Display Committee. Motion Carried Unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT: None

CONSENT AGENDA:
Bisbee/Roose moved to waive the readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions
on tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously

REQUESTS TO APPEAR:

Riley “ Ozzie” Reif — North Country Trail Association

Reif indicated that he is here to request a letter of support for a grant they are applying for
through the LCCMR. Reif indicated that they are working with 9 chapters around the state to try
to close the gaps with the Minnesota North Country Trail. Currently the North Country Trail
follows the Mesabi Trail and Highways, but the goal is to get it off road.

Reif indicated that they are looking to put together an application to fund a person to work on
these gaps between the different chapters. Ely has one of the biggest gaps of the trail between
Ely and Grand Rapids. Reif explain that this trail has many economic opportunities like lodging,
dining, grocery, and outfitting.

Roose/Campbell moved to sign and sent the letter of support for the Minnesota’s North
Country Trail: Closing the Gaps to LCCMR. Motion Carried Unanimously

Langowski thanked Ozzie Reif for working on this, it takes a lot to get these projects done.
Langowski indicated that he will continue to work with Ozzie and the group with this project.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Standing/Special
Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z): Minutes included in the Council Packet

Ely Utilities Commission (EUC)

A.Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to move forward
with the purchase of a Burndy Crimper for $2,895.00 from Locators & Supplies, Inc.
Motion Carried Unanimously
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A.Forsman/Lahtonen moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve Clerk
Langowski’s attendance to the MMUA Emergency Preparedness Workshop in Grand
Rapids, MN on May 19, 2026. Motion Carried Unanimously

A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the
$21,087.90 quote from Hydro-Kleen for televising, cleaning, and smoke testing the
sanitary and storm sewers. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Ely Economic Development Authority: Minutes included in the Council Packet.

Range Association of Municipalities and Schools (RAMS): Minutes included in the Council
Packet

Other Committee Meetings:

Bisbee indicated that they had the interviews for the Airport Commission this afternoon and had
some highly qualified candidates.

Bisbee/Campbell recommended David Beauclair to the Airport Commission with a Term
Expiring January 31, 2029. Motion Carried Unanimously.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:

Clerk-Treasurer:

Clerk Langowski indicated that the Rec Center Ice Rink is closed for the season. P&Z Admin
Kochendorfer and the part-time crew did an excellent job this winter with the rinks.

Fire Chief:

Chief Marshall discussed the Fire and First Responder Calls. They had their annual ladder
testing today.

Chief Marshall reminded everyone that the fire lanes at the school are Fire Lanes at all times,
even during events. There have been several times when people are parked in the fire lanes
during events and it would be difficult or even unpassable for a fire truck or ambulance to get
through.

Library Director
Library Director Heinrich discussed the library programs which can be found on the Library
Website.

Police Chief

Chief Houde indicated that he met with the Babbitt Public Safety Committee today and went
over their proposal to potentially combine departments.

Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to send the Police proposal from Babbitt to the next budget
meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.

City Attorney
Roose/Campbell moved to approve the 15t Reading of Ordinance 397 An Ordinance of the

City of Ely, Minnesota, Adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter 20, Section 20.1.33, Entitled
Zoning Map Amendment (Zoning 900 E Miners Dr from P1 to C1).
Bisbee asked if this is connected to recreation.
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Langowski indicated that this is the last existing business park lot. The zoning was Public
because this lot was split from public land.

Roll Called- Forsman-yes, Lahtonen-yes, Debeltz-yes, Roose-yes, Campbell- yes, Bisbee-
yes, Mayor Omerza-yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the 15t Reading of Ordinance 398 An Ordinance of the
City of Ely, Minnesota, Revising the Ely City Code Chapter 11, Section 40 Conditional
Uses. (Adding Animal Rescue and Dog/Cat Boarding to Permissible and Conditional
Uses List via Conditional Use Permit). Roll Called- Forsman-yes, Lahtonen-yes, Debeltz-
yes, Roose-yes, Campbell- yes, Bisbee-yes, Mayor Omerza-yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the 15t Reading of Ordinance 399 An Ordinance of the
City of Ely, Minnesota, Revising the Ely City Code Chapter 11, Section 2. Business Park
Covenants. Roll Called- Forsman-yes, Lahtonen-yes, Debeltz-yes, Roose-yes, Campbell-
yes, Bisbee-yes, Mayor Omerza-yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Roose/Debeltz moved to Schedule a Public Hearing for April 7, 2026 at 5:15pm regarding
Ordinance 397, 398, and 399. Motion Carried Unanimously

City Engineer

COMMUNICATIONS:

- 2026 Legislative Action ltems

- Correspondence from Representative Stauber regarding the City of Ely’s Burntside
Watermain Replacement Project

- Thank you from County Commissioner Michael Jugovich regarding using City Hall for their
meeting.

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:
Lahtonen/A.Forsman moved to approve the City and EUC Claims for March 3, 2026 for
$256,375.24. Motion Carried Unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:
Omitted - Discussion on Ad Hoc Regional Trailhead Display Committee

NEW BUSINESS:

Campbell/Bisbee moved to accept the Keller Williams Listing Agreement for 1600 E
Sheridan St.

Roose indicated that she is supporting this listing as it will help the city with funding and will help
support the trailhead building.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Bisbee/Roose moved to accept the resignation of Abby Dare from the Park and
Recreation Committee and to post for the opening and to send Dare a Thank you letter.
Motion Carried Unanimously

Bisbee reminded everyone there are 2 openings on Park and Recreation currently.
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Debeltz/Roose moved to approve Resolution 2026-011 Resolution Approving the Facility
Plan Dated February 2026, Prepared by Jayme Klecker, PE of AE2S for City of Ely
Wastewater Treatment Facility and John Jamnick, PE of JPJ Engineering for City of Ely
Wastewater Collection System.

Mayor Omerza thanked the EUC and Clerk Langowski for all the hard work they put into this.
A.Forsman indicated that he is very proud of the EUC and staff for recognizing the need for
continual improvements. Thanks, to the EUC for looking to the future, we need to keep up with
our aging infrastructure.

Mayor Omerza indicated that it is important to note that for a small city we do a lot with very few
employees. As a city we need to be very proud of what we do with the hard-working people that
we have, it is impressive that we are able to do everything that we do.

Roll Called- Forsman-yes, Lahtonen-yes, Debeltz-yes, Roose-yes, Campbell- yes, Bisbee-
yes, Mayor Omerza-yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

OPEN FORUM: None

ADJOURN:
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:08pm without objection.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



