
Public Hearing Minutes  
March 3, 2026 - City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
Call To Order: 
Mayor Omerza called the public hearing to order at 5pm in the City Hall, Council 
Chambers.  
 
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee 
and Mayor Omerza 
ABSENT: None 
Also Present: Ely Utilities Commissioners Wilmunen, Colarich, Polyner and John 
Jamnick from JPJ Engineering, and City Clerk/Treasurer Harold Langowski 
 
Purpose:  
The Public Hearing will be to hear public comment on amending the City of Ely’s 
Facility Plan for the Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) and collection 
system to mitigate inflow and infiltration and address aging infrastructure at the 
WWTF.   
 
Clerk Langowski went through the Ely Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrades – 
Facility Plan Public Hearing Power Point.  
 
During Langowski’s presentation the council asked a couple questions.  
Council Member Bisbee asked regarding the Solids Handling if hauling the pressed  
biosolids was the only option. Clerk Langowski indicated that we could do land 
application, but it is hard to find sites for the land application.  The land fill uses the 
press solids as cover for the land fill and incorporation it into their requirements for 
cover.  
Council Member Roose asked about the timeline for this project. Clerk Langowski 
indicated that we will submit the application to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) this week, then the MPCA adds the project to the project priority list, and 
approximate start date would be in 2028 depending on possibly funding  
 
Mayor Omerza asked if there was any Public Comment.  
No one spoke from the audience and no correspondence was received via mail or 
email.   
 
Adjourn 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the Public Hearing at 5:28pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 

 

 

 

 


