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Regular Meeting Ely City Council  
March 17, 2026 at 5:30pm 
City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Omerza called the Ely City Council Meeting to order at 5:30pm.  
 
PRESENT: Council Members A.Forsman, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and Mayor 
Omerza 
ABSENT: Council Member Lahtonen  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the minutes from the March 3, 2026 Public Hearing 
on the Facility Plan for the Wastewater Treatment Facility and the Regular Council 
Meeting Minutes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.    
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
Roose/A.Forsman moved to accept Additions 9.E. – Departmental Reports, City Attorney: 
Quit Claim Deed releasing the reversionary interest for Lot 6, Block 1, East Spaulding 
First Addition pending the following the conditions set in Section 20.2.41 of the Ely City 
Code. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.   
 
Roose/Campbell moved to accept the Addition New Business F. The City of Ely to be the 
Fiscal Sponsor for the Ely Area Television – “Ely Steam Bath: The Old Hot Spot” Gardner 
Trust Grant. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month Proclamation – Mayor Omerza read the proclamation 
Mayor Omerza indicated that she went to the League of Minnesota Cities Day on the Hill and 
spoke to some of the legislatures about our bonding bill for the Burntside Water Main Project. 
Mayor Omerza stated that she will go back to the cities in a couple of weeks to discuss the 
project with other legislatures.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 
B. Approve Staff and Council to attend the League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference 

June 24-26, 2026 in Rochester, MN.  
Debeltz/Bisbee moved to approve the Consent Agenda items A and B. Motion Carried 6-
0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.   
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  
Grant Spickelmeir, Executive Director & Kristen Woerheide, Interpretive Center Director – 
International Wolf Center 
Spickelmeir indicated that it has been a little over a year since they have given an update.  Last 
summer they had new pups at the Wolf Center, Rowan and Cedar. The new pups were outfitted 
with accelerometers to track their movements for a study exploring early developmental timing 
in wolves. Also, this last year they lost a wolf Grayson unexpectedly, he was 9 years old.  
Spickelmeir discussed the 2025 numbers.  Admissions were 38,787 in 2025 and 34,511 in 
2024, Group Visits were 1,907 in 2025 and 1,291 in 2024, the WolfLink Programs had 4,825 
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participants (148 programs) in 2025 and 6,155 participants (174 programs) in 2024, Biologist 
Webinars were 1,951 in 2025 and 905 in 2024, the State Fair had 23,300 people in 2025 and 
18,412 in 2024, Volunteer Hours were 2,303 in 2025 and 2,108 in 2024, and Membership was 
3,701 in 2025 and 3,696 in 2024. The WolfLink school program is virtual and fluctuates from 
year to year. They also held an event at the State Theater in Ely with the Voyageur Wolf Project 
where Dr Tom Gable came to speak.  
Spickelmeir discussed the wolf sitings around town or if you are in the woods.  He indicated that 
it is good to yell at or throw rocks towards them.  Spickelmeir also indicated not to feed the 
wolves and deer as that will attract wolves the to the area.  
Woerheide spoke about the improvements that they have done around the building.  They have 
a 20,000 square foot building and they replaced everything that heats, cools, and blows air at 
the Wolf Center, not an exciting project, but one that needed to get done. They received an 
Infrastructure Grant from the State for the project. Woerheide stated that this was a huge project 
and they now have a controlled system that they can control the temperature and humidity in the 
building.  
Woerheide indicated that in the Summer of 2026 they are opening a new exhibit called “Come 
explore with Little Wolf.” They are working on more ways for kids and grownups to interact with 
the exhibits. All the murals are being done by a local artist Consie Powell.  
 
Pam Turnbull & Margaret Egan Co-Chairs HPC – Update from the Heritage Preservation 
Commission  
Margaret Egan indicated that the Heritage Preservation Commission(HPC) has a complete 
commission membership now. The Heritage Preservation Commission has several motions later 
in the agenda. Egan stated that the HPC has been able to get 2 grants for approximately 
$14,000 in the last couple of years, but they need more than just grants.  
Egan stated that the HPC is working on pursuing the copyright and reproduction rights for the 
Prusheck painting. They are planning a celebration around the Prusheck painting that is 
scheduled for August 2nd at City Hall.  
In 2030 it is the City Hall Centennial.  Egan indicated that she has had some good 
conversations with Langowski on the repairs and preservation efforts that are underway for City 
Hall.  
Egan also discussed the History Happy Hours that they have been organizing along with Jess 
Edberg at the Boathouse.  
Pam Turnbull indicated that she is a native of Ely and she brings a passion for our heritage and 
history and to link the past to today. Turnbull stated that HPC has been successful and 
completed some projects with little funding from the city.  Turnbull indicated that they would like 
to complete what the HPC started with the Gawboy Mural and the Tour of Ely brochure and 
mapping.  Time is of the essence as Langowski has stated that these items would like to be 
completed by spring, including trail system mapping, visitor information, and a large kiosk to 
display this information at the Trailhead. HPC would like to take the lead on efforts to develop a 
plan for the Trailhead Building Display Plan, they would consult with the trail groups, Chamber, 
or any other participants the City Council deems valid. They would not be making 
recommendations on the use and maintenance of the Trailhead building. HPC is willing to take 
the Trailhead Building Display Plan Project on as part of the city code that indicates that HPC is 
to protect and enhance the City of Ely’s appeal to residents, visitors and tourists. They are the 
only board or commission that states that responsibility according to the city code.  
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Turnbull indicated that the fourth recommendation from HPC stems from the gathering of 
information from the city council agendas and minutes. Turnbull indicated that she appreciates 
Mayor Omerza’s statement at the February  17, 2026 Council meeting saying that “Everything 
we do we have minutes for, everything we do is out in the public, we are public servants.” 
Turnbull indicated that while reading through past council agendas and minutes is where she 
discovered that the projects committee was in talks with a local realtor to do a market analysis of 
the former Basswood Lake Log Cabin located at 1600 E Sheridan St.  In Turnbull’s research it 
indicated that the property was going to be listed for sale. She could not find anything in the 
council minutes as to what the options were for the 1600 E Sheridan St property and building. In 
a council agenda there was a letter from the University of Minnesota Hubachek Wilderness 
Research Center to the Ely City Council that indicated that the Table and Chairs and the 
building may be available to their research center on Fall Lake. Turnbull was astounded by this 
that the City Council did not reach out to the Heritage Preservation Commission who is 
designated to preserve the historic sites. Turnbull indicated that this building was on their 
significant sites inventory list. The HPC is recommending that the City of Ely performs a 
feasibility study on the pros and cons of selling or retaining ownership of the Basswood Log 
Cabin and site which is a motion on the agenda at tonight’s meeting. The building represents a 
lot of our history and story.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special   
Library Board: Minutes included in the Council Packet 
 
Projects Committee 
Matter of Information:  In concept the Projects Committee was supportive of looking into a 
potential transfer of the DNR Property and facility utilized by the International Wolf Center to the 
City of Ely.  
 
Roose/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to 
advertise the Ambulance and Fire Garage project with a bid date of April 16, 2026. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.   
 
Roose/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to 
bid the City Hall window replacement project with a bid date of April 16, 2026.  
Roose indicated that this is phase one of a multi-phase project for City Hall.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.   
 
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC)   
Campbell/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from HPC to send the Prusheck 
painting to Midwest Art Conservation Center for assessment to provide certainty as to 
condition of painting & determine restoration costs; City requested to pay $100 
assessment fee.  
A.Forsman asked when we do the assessment will they give a value?  
Egan indicated that they will only give an assessment of how to restore, not a value.  
Langowski indicated that this is the picture that is hanging in the Judges Conference Room.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.   
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Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from HPC to pursue 
copyright/reproduction rights for the Prusheck painting to protect City’s interests including 
merchandising and fundraising opportunities based on conditions set by the City Attorney.  
Roose asked what the timeline for this process is?  Could we amend to explore the costs of the 
copyright reproduction process.  
A.Forsman also wanted to know what the cost would be for the copyright process.  
Bisbee indicated that working with other copyrights it has been around $60 per copyright.  
Bisbee asked if this can be pending a valuation of the painting, if there is not interest to anyone 
would there be a reason to use our Attorney’s time to pursue a copyright and to pay our 
Attorney as well if there would not be an interest in reproducing this painting.  
Egan (HPC Co-Chair) indicated that it is more about the ability for the HPC to display the 
painting, potentially to make postcards or similar items. The HPC wants to make sure the City 
has the rights. Currently the review right now indicates that the artist did not file any copyrights. 
The City Attorney did something similar when the Gawboy mural was reproduced, in that case 
both artists signed away their rights.  
Roose asked to amend the motion to get a quote for the cost for the copyright of the Prusheck 
Painting and bring that back to the council.  
A.Fosman indicated that he is supportive to move forward to get more information.  
Campbell/Debeltz moved to amend the motion to get a quote for the cost for the 
copyright of the Prusheck Painting and bring that back to the council. Motion Carried 6-0-
1 with Lahtonen Absent.   
 
Campbell/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from HPC that HPC leads 
the effort to develop the Trailhead Building Display Plan in consultation with the trail 
groups, Chamber, other participants designated by the City Council and that HPC 
provide the recommended plan to the City Council by June 1, 2026.  
A.Forsman indicated that someone needs to take the lead on this project. The building display 
plan should be minimalist at the Trailhead, but we need to make sure everyone is represented 
and has their voice heard.  
Bisbee commented on the discussion that was had a Park and Recreation Board meeting 
Bisbee indicated that he doesn’t feel like this falls within the scope of the Heritage Preservation 
Commission.  HPC does historical context, with this building being new, he doesn’t support the 
HPC taking this on.  
Roose indicated that she is conflicted, she does not want there to be a separate committee and 
she thinks this falls more under the Park and Recreation Board. It would be appropriate for the 
Park and Recreation Board to consult with the HPC to help with the display.  
Motion Carried 4-2-1 with Roose and Bisbee voting No and Lahtonen Absent.  
 
Campbell/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from HPC that the City of 
Ely perform a feasibility study on the pros and cons of selling or retaining ownership of 
the Basswood Log cabin and site, located at 1600 E Sheridan St., Ely, MN and acquire 
public input to arrive at conclusions before proceeding with any potential sale of said 
property.  
A.Forsman indicated that he doesn’t support this motion, we have previous discussed this and 
the council has already taken action on this with listing the property and building. If we get an 
offer, it will be because of the location and the building. We will get full value for this property. It 
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is best that it will find its best use based on the current market.  It is the fiscal responsibility of 
the council to get the most value out of the property.  
Roose indicated that the council has already taken action on this.  We could do better in the 
future, but we have already taken action on this matter.  
Bisbee indicated that the HPC could have brought this forward earlier.  Bisbee asked if the HPC 
could acquire this property?  
Langowski indicated that the HPC is advisory to the council, so they work at the discretion of the 
council. If the council directed the HPC to look for grant funds for a building and property that 
the city already listed for sale, that would be a bit disjointed. As individuals they could look at it 
and put an offer forward.  All the committees for the city are advisory to the council, so ultimately 
it is the decision of the council.   
A.Forsman stated that the public will have the opportunity to discuss this when a buyer comes 
forward.  All sales of land are sold by ordinance and the council will have a Public Hearing 
between the first and second readings and the public will have an opportunity to speak at that.   
Debeltz stated that we already have a listing agent for this property.  
Bisbee asked if this building is on the Historical Register? Langowski stated that it is not on the 
historical register.  
Motion Failed 0-6-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  

 
Park and Recreation Board 
Bisbee/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Rec that in 
accordance to Chapter 2.55(Park and Recreation Board) of the City Code, that the Park 
and Rec Board have authority over the rules and regulations of the Trailhead Center.  
A.Forsman stated that Chapter 2.55 talks about Park and Recreation Board being an advisory 
committee and the council still maintaining oversite.  
Bisbee stated that the rules and regulations would extend over the allowance of any type of 
materials or displays, once those are approved, they would pass through the Park and Rec 
Board. Bisbee indicated that Park and Rec would establish the rules for any displays and such. 
For example, HPC would complete the HPC Display Plan then Park and Rec would seek 
approval from Park and Rec and then final approval from Council.  
Langowski stated that Park and Rec should be involved with the discussions on the displays in 
the Trailhead building, so when a recommendation does come forward from HPC it has already 
had Park and Rec input as well. If it went from HPC to Park and Rec and then to the Council 
that would be a bit cumbersome. In the HPC’s motion was for the council to designate those to 
participate in the group, Langowski suggested as they listed trail groups that would be the hiking 
group, Mesabi Trail, Prospectors Loop, Ely Igloo, Park and Rec, other city staff to assist and the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Bisbee asked that the HPC goes and comes back and says they want to do XYZ, and they are 
then participating with park and rec on that plan.  Park and Rec was not listed in the original 
motion, but they would be involved in the Trailhead Building Display Plan Group.  Bisbee 
clarified that the display group wouldn’t say this is our plan and then Park and Rec being the 
authority over the rules and regulations would then say wonderful plan?  
Langowski indicated the he sees HPC organizing the group of individuals from the trail groups, 
Park and Rec, and the Chamber of Commerce to work together to come up with the display 
plan, which then will be approved by the city council. Park and Rec would work on the rules and 
regulations concerning the utilization of the public space as to what groups and what events are 
allowed, whether there is reservations, rentals, those types of things.  
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Roose indicated that she is in favor of this motion as long as the display part is not part of the 
motion, simply over the rules and regulations of the Trailhead.  
Mayor Omerza indicated that we have a beautiful building and if we all respect each other and 
each other’s decisions we can take a step back and work with everyone in this room, and move 
forward with this. We may not agree on everything, but we can figure out how to get the best of 
all of us and get the best displays possible and figure it out.  
Bisbee indicated that as this motion was intended from Park and Rec, it would conflict with the 
prior motion, should we remove this motion.  
Langowski suggested to not remove the motion. The displays within the space and the rules and 
regulations concerning the groups that utilize are two entirely different things.  That is where 
Park and Rec, the trail groups, the Chamber, and everyone can participate together with the 
HPC to put that together. They are going to need everyone’s input to put the display together.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  

 
Airport Commission 
Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from Airport Commission to 
approve the good faith deposit of $35,330.00 to SkyMark for the new AvGas Fuel Truck.  
Langowski indicated that this is covered 70% by a MNDot Aeronautics grant.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  

 
Tree Board: Minutes included in the Council Packet  

 
Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust 
Roose/Debeltz moved to accept the resignation of Catherine Helm-Clark from Gardner 
Trust after the April Meeting and to post for the opening.  Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Lahtonen Absent. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer: Nothing to Report 
 
Fire Chief:  
Chief Marshall discussed the Fire and First Responder Calls. Marshall stated that four members 
are attending officer school this coming weekend.  
 
Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed the 2025 Library Annual Report, if anyone has any 
questions feel free to discuss with Heinrich.  
Library Director Heinrich discussed the library programs which can be found on the Library 
Website.  
 
Police Chief 
February 2026 Police Stats were provided in the Council packet.  
 
A.Forsman/Roose moved to accept the completion of Ashlan Barthorpe’s 1 year 
Probation and move her to full time employment. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen 
Absent.  
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Chief Houde informed everyone that this Thursday, March 19th the stoplights on 3rd Avenue and 
Central Avenue on Sheridan Street will be working again.   
 
City Attorney    
Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve the Quit Claim Deed releasing the reversionary 
interest for Lot 6, Block 1, East Spaulding First Addition pending the following the 
conditions set in Section 20.2.41 of the Ely City Code.  
Langowski indicated that this lot was sold by the city and the buyer is now selling it to a different 
party.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  

 
City Engineer 
    
COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information 
- Thank you letter from the Ely Chamber of Commerce for the WolfTrack Classic Sled Dog 

Race 
- Lodging Tax Report 
- Thank You from the Ely Nordic Wolves Ski Team for plowing and clearing the parking lots for 

their home ski meet.  
 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:  
A. City and EUC Claims for March 17, 2026 for $2,888,462.72 
B. 2026 RAMS Dues for $864.00 
Roose/Debeltz moved to accept the Claims for Payment items A and B. Motion Carried 6-
0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Discussion on Ad Hoc Regional Trailhead Display Committee  
Discussed earlier under committees.  
 
Roose/Campbell moved to approve the appointment of Riley Smith a Non-Resident to the 
Tree Board for a 3 Year Term that will expire on January 31, 2029. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Lahtonen Absent.  
 
A.Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the appointment of Tara Boerst a resident to the 
Park & Recreation Board for a 3-year Term that  will expire January 31, 2029. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
A.Forsman/Roose moved to approve the Prospector Trail License between the City of Ely 
and Thomas Nemanich and Jennifer Nemanich.  
Langowski indicated that this is the trail section near Wolf Lake Pit.  We have served as a fiscal 
agent for several grants for this section.  There were a few changes to the License that are 
marked on the License Agreement.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  
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Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the Temporary Liquor License for the Ely Area Senior 
Center Inc for May 15, 2026 at the Ely Community Center, 27 S 1st Ave E, Ely, MN. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  
 
Campbell/Bisbee moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the City 
of Ely, MN and Lozar-Mrace-Loushin Post #248 The American Legion, Department of 
Minnesota.  
Langowski stated that the American Legion is going to have their mailing address at city hall. 
They need to have a physical address to help their organization do fundraising and other things.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  
 
Roose/A.Forsman moved to approve changing the City of Ely website and email 
addresses to www.elymn.gov per MN Statutes 471.3422. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Lahtonen Absent.  
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the requested letter from the Ely Events Group to 
consider the 4th of July Parade and Route and to have the police department secure 
necessary permits and to consider the 5th annual Rock the Park event in Whiteside Park 
on July 3rd from 4-11pm. Invitation to the City Council, Ely Police Department, and Ely 
Fire Department to participate in the 2026 4th of July Events.  Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Lahtonen Absent.  
 
Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve the City of Ely to be the Fiscal Sponsor for the Ely 
Area Television – “Ely Steam Bath: The Old Hot Spot” Gardner Trust Grant Application. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  
 
OPEN FORUM: None 
 
ADJOURN: 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 7:00pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 


