AGENDA ADDITIONS
April 7, 2026 at 5:30pm
Regular Meeting Ely City Council — Ely City Hall, Council Chambers

. CALLTO ORDER

. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell,
Bisbee, and Mayor Omerza

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

(5-12) Approve minutes from the March 17, 2026 Regular Council Meeting Minutes

. ADDITIONS OR OMMISSION TO AGENDA

A. Additions 13.F Designate the Assistant Treasurer as the designated person to be
responsible and accountable for overseeing the “nonattest/nonaudit services, for
the City of Ely for the year ending December 31, 2025.

B. Additions 13.G. Resolution 2026-014 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely
Arts and Heritage Center to Apply for Raffle Permit

C. Additions 10.C. Letter from Dafne Caruso

. MAYOR'S REPORT

. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s
agenda.

. REQUESTS TO APPEAR

. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Standing/Special
a. (13-17) Planning and Zoning Commission(P&Z)/Comprehensive Plan
Steering Committee
i. Recommendation from P&Z and the Comprehensive Plan Steering
Committee to approve requesting for bids for the comprehensive plan
review.
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b. (18-27) Ely Utilities Commission (EUC)

Vi.

(21-27) Recommendation from EUC to move forward with the EUC rates
increases as suggested by the EUC Rates Committee.

Schedule a public hearing regarding the EUC Rates Increase for April 21,
2026 at 5:00pm.

Recommendation from EUC to approve sending 2 employees and anyone
else who would like to attend the MN Wastewater Operators Association
Conference in July

. Recommendation from EUC to approve moving forward with the Load Tap

Changer maintenance and inspection proposal from Revolt Electrical
Services for $28,230.

Recommendation from EUC to move forward with the purchase of a VFD
(Variable Frequency Drive) for the Water Treatment Plant from Revolt
Electrical Services for $23,409.

Recommendation from EUC to approve $3000 in additional fees to AE2S
for a new facility plan, required by the MPCA (Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency), and the NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System) review for the Wastewater Treatment Facility.

c. (28-31) Budget Committee

Vi.

(30-31) Recommendation from Budget Committee to bring to the Council
the impact of raising the contracted hourly rate on the budge from $16 per
hour to $32 per hour for the Airport Contracts with J&A Enterprises.
Recommendation from Budget Committee to approve the sale of the
stump grinder for $200.

iii. Recommendation from Budget Committee to approve City Staff to solicit

sealed bids for the 1988 and 1994 Graders with minimum bids of $25,000
and $35,000 respectively.

. Recommendation from Budget Committee to approve up to $16,000 for

the purchase of a three-axle trailer.

Recommendation from Budget Committee to approve the purchase of 6
Election Poll Pads for $12,570.

Recommendation from Budget Committee to not enter into an agreement
with the City of Babbitt for Police Services at this time but to continue to
allow Ely Officers to work part time for Babbitt.

d. (32-34) Ely Economic Development Authority

e. (35-36)Ely Area Joint Powers Lodging Tax Board

f. Other Committee Meetings
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9. D
A

B

C

D

EPARTMENTAL REPORTS
. Clerk-Treasurer

. Fire Chief
. Library Director

. Police Chief
a. (37) March 2026 Police Stats

. City Attorney

a. (38) 2" Reading of Ordinance 397 An Ordinance of the City of Ely,
Minnesota, Adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter 20, Section 20.1.33, Entitled
Zoning Map Amendment (Zoning 900 E Miners Dr from P1 to C1)

b. (39) 2" Reading of Ordinance 398 An Ordinance of the City of Ely,
Minnesota, Revising the Ely City Code Chapter 11, Section 40 Conditional
Uses. (Adding Animal Rescue and Dog/Cat Boarding to Permissible and
Conditional Uses List via Conditional Use Permit)

c. (40-44) 2" Reading of Ordinance 399 An Ordinance of the City of Ely,
Minnesota, Revising the Ely City Code Chapter 11, Section 2. Business Park
Covenants

d. Closed session regarding Labor Negotiation Strategy for Supervisors of
Essential per MN Statutes 13D.03.

F. City Engineer

10.C
A
B

C

11.C

A
B

OMMUNCATIONS

. (45) Correspondence from Ely Food Shelf

. (46) Local Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting on April 23, 2026 from 5pm-
6pm at Ely City Hall, Council Chambers

. (Additions A1) Letter from Dafne Caruso

LAIMS FOR PAYMENT
. (47-53) City and EUC Claims for April 7, 2026 for $152,453.93
. (54-55) Greater MN Parks & Trails 2026 Membership Dues for $175.00

12.0LD BUSINESS

A

. Copyrighting of Prusheck painting approximate cost of $85. Direct the Clerk’s
Office to work with the City Attorney to begin the copyright process of the
Prusheck painting and possible fundraising and merchandising of the
reproduction of the painting following the copyrighting.
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B.

(56-57) Committee Seat Application

Gardner Humanities Trust Board

1- 3 year term — Expires January 31, 2029 - Open At Large Position — Resident
or Non-Resident

Scott James King -Resident

13.NEW BUSINESS

A.

(58) Resolution 2026-012 Resolution Authorizing Submission of Gardner Trust
Grant Request to fund the Gawboy Mural Trailhead Project at the Ely Regional
Trailhead Building

. (59) Resolution 2016-013 Resolution Authorizing a Contract with Ely Area Senior

Citizens, Inc to Provide Fiscal Sponsorship Services for the Gawboy Mural
Trailhead Project at the Ely Regional Trailhead Building

(60-62) Contract for Fiscal Sponsorship Services between the Ely Area Senior
Citizens, Inc and the Gawboy Mural Trailhead Project.

(63-69) Special Event Permit Application for Ferrari Car Show Lunch Stop on
June 27, 2026 from 11am-1pm — Street Closure from N 1st Ave from Sheridan
Street to Camp Street

. (71-76) Special Event Permit Application for the Ely Dog Park to hold the listed

events at the Dog Park.

(Additions A2) Designate the Assistant Treasurer as the designated person to be
responsible and accountable for overseeing the “nonattest/nonaudit services, for
the City of Ely for the year ending December 31, 2025.

. (Additions A3) Resolution 2026-014 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely

Arts and Heritage Center to Apply for Raffle Permit

14.OPEN FORUM

15.ADJOURN



Two weeks ago Brett Ross wrote a very toxic letter attacking Eva Sebasta, Executive Director for the
Chamber of Commerce, the City of Ely, JPB, and myself, which was published in both the Echo and
Timberjay. While | had decided after my last letter to the editor that | was going to step away from this
drama, | am angry that Brett pulled me back in by stating lies and attacking my integrity, forcing me to
send yet another letter to the paper. The insults and inaccuracies from the TB and their allies started
out in private and public meetings, and it has now escalated to a public venue. You all are most likely
wondering why | would write to the council regarding this issue. | believe it is high time that someone in
authority, whether it is the City Council or the Joint Powers Board, or both, put an end to this very
embarrassing, toxic, and unnecessary behavior of slandering and attacking people, especially in a public
forum. It is ironic that the very organization that receives public monies to promote Ely as a beautiful
destination and spends thousands of dollars encouraging visitors to spend their time and money in Ely,
is the same organization who used their last podcast to air the conflict between all the entities and if
that wasn’t bad enough, we now have people affiliated with the TB PUBLICLY slandering the Executive
Director of the Chamber of Commerce as well as insulting others, including myself. Every time there
seems to be a pathway or possibility for reconciliation between the warring entities, a new attack is
launched from the TB allies to reignite the flames. I've asked this question before: when is enough,
enough? How long will those in power allow these personal attacks to continue? And most importantly,
how does it affect Ely? Those in the position to lead Ely HAVE to be leaders and demand that conflicts
are handled professionally and with integrity. This is not a case of stating who is right and who is wrong
or picking sides; this is about holding those in publicly funded organizations accountable for their words,
no matter which public organization they happen to belong to.

Dafne Caruso



NONATTEST/NONAUDIT SERVICES FORM

Nonattest/Nonaudit services performed by Walker, Giroux & Hahne, LLC (check
applicable items):

1. ___Preparing a trial balance based on entity management’s chart of accounts.

2. Maintaining depreciation schedules for which entity management has
determined the method and rate of depreciation and salvage value of the
assets.

3. _x___Preparing draft financial statements based on entity management's chart of
accounts and trial balance and any adjusting, correcting, and closing entries
that have been approved by entity management.

4. x___ Preparing draft notes to the financial statements based on information

determined and approved by entity management.

With regard to the above nonaudit services performed by Walker, Giroux & Hahne, LLC
during the audit of City of Ely, Minnesota for the year ended December 31, 2025, |
confirm the following:

1. I'have been designated by the City of Ely, Minnesota to be responsible and
accountable for overseeing the nonattest/nonaudit service.

2. 1 will monitor the performance of the nonattest/nonaudit service.

3. I 'will make all decisions that involved entity management functions related to the
nonattest/nonaudit services and accepted full responsibility for those decisions.

4. | will evaluate the adequacy of the services and accept responsibility for the

results.

Dan Smith, Assistant Treasurer
Printed Name and Title

Signature

Dan Smith, Assistant Treasurer has been designated by the City of Ely, Minnesota, to be
responsible and accountable for overseeing the above nonattest/nonaudit service.

Heidi Omerza, Mayor
Printed Name and Title

Signature

A



CITY OF ELY
RESOLUTION 2026-014

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR
ELY ARTS AND HERITAGE CENTER TO APPLY FOR RAFFLE PERMIT

WHEREAS, the Ely Arts and Heritage Center have applied for a Minnesota
Lawful Gambling Permit to conduct a raffle on August 16, 2026 at the Pioneer Mine
Museum at 401 N Pioneer Road, Ely MN 55731 and

WHEREAS, the City of Ely approves of said application and that the Ely Arts
and Heritage Center be authorized to submit the necessary paperwork to the State of
Minnesota Department of Gambling Control.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Ely,
Minnesota does hereby adopt this resolution.

Upon vote taken thereon, the following voted:

For:
Against:
Absent:

Whereupon said Resolution No. 2026-014 was declared duly passed and adopted this
7t day of April, 2026.

Heidi Omerza, Mayor Harold R Langowski, Clerk/Treasurer

AS



