
Regular Meeting Ely City Council  
April 21, 2026 – Minutes  
Ely City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Omerza called the council meeting to order at 5:30pm.  
 
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, 
and Mayor Omerza 
ABSENT: None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the minutes from the April 7, 2026, Regular 
Council Meeting and Public Hearing regarding Ordinances 397, 398, and 399. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA 
A. Additions Committee Reports Planning and Zoning – Included Maps and Legal 

description for ii. Wilderness Escape 400 S 3rd Ave W and iii. 1600 E Sheridan St 
B. Additions Departmental Reports – Clerk/Treasurer - Old Ford Garage – 36 & 46 E 

Conan St Hazardous Materials Quotes – Low Bid is Mavo Systems for $7,850.00 
C. Additions Departmental Reports – Clerk/Treasurer. Bob Koschak requests to 

purchase surplus materials owned by the City of Ely. Includes old light poles, logs 
located at the Old City Dump Site, and old power poles for $1252.00. 

D. Additions Departmental Reports – Police Chief.  Ely Drug Take Back Day Saturday, 
April 25, 2026 from 10am-2pm at Ely City Hall 

E. Additions New Business - Consider the Renewal of the Consumption and Display 
Permit for Boundary Waters Catering, LLC, DBA Boundary Waters Kitchen & Market 
at 141 E Chapman St.  

Roose/Debeltz moved to approve adding the additions A-E to the agenda.  Motion 
Carried Unanimously.  
 
Campbell/A.Forsman moved to add Resolution 2026-016 Resolution Authorizing 
Water, Sewer, and Electric Rate Increase to the agenda under New Business. 
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Omerza indicated that she attended the Chamber Dinner at the Grand Ely 
Lodge.  Nick Wognum received the Jackpine Bob Cary Community Spirit Award, Bonnie 
Starkman received the Good Neighbor Award, Cam Weisert received the Excellence in 
Customer Service Award, and Peggy Stolley was awarded the Good Citizen Volunteer 
of the Year Award.  
Mayor Omerza indicated that she and Clerk Langowski went to the Capitol last week to 
testify about the bonding bill regarding Ely’s Burntside Water Main Project. They met 
with Representative Skraba and Senator Hauschild. Langowski stated that, hopefully, 
there is a bonding bill this session, and they should know in a month or so.  The group 
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is very knowledgeable about our project.  Langowski stated that they also discussed 
Department of Revenue jobs in Ely.   
Roose indicated that this week is National Volunteer Week. Thanks to all of our city 
committee volunteers and to everyone who volunteers throughout Ely.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and 
resolutions on tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Standing/Special 
Park and Recreation Board: Minutes included in the Council Packet 

  
Library Board: Minutes included in the Council Packet 
 
Projects Committee 
Roose/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects 
Committee to call for bids on the 2026 Street and Infrastructure project. 
Langowski stated that this is for Pattison Street from 4th -6th Avenue, Pattison/James 
Alley from 2nd – 4th Avenue, and 3rd Avenue from James to Wilson Street.  
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Roose/Lahtonen moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects 
Committee to provide a letter of support for Border Lakes Brewing, LLC's loan 
request to the IRRRB and to pass a resolution supporting a grant request for 
funding for the construction of the brewery building. 
Roose indicated that she will abstain since she works for this company.  
Langowski indicated that this is the historic depot project we have been working on with 
the property owner and, more recently, with the developer, for quite some time. The next 
phase of this we have some additional DEED money to clean up the green space in the 
old railyard area. This request is for a loan through the IRRR for some equipment and 
then the infill of building of the new brewery building. The IRRR put together this 
Downtown Redevelopment Loan within the last year to fund projects that would fill 
corridors where buildings are missing or provide additional development opportunities. 
Through the loan process the application will also be made for the grant, once the loan 
is awarded the grant would be processed thorugh the City of Ely with the city being the 
fiscal agent, like we have done with other development projects with the IRRR.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Abstaining.  

 
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC)  
Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from HPC to accept a 
$2000 grant from the Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust for the printing, 
installation, and signage for the Gawboy mural to be installed at the Ely Regional 
Trailhead Building. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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Campbell/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from HPC to declare 
August 2, 2026 as Harvey Gregory Prusheck Day in Ely MN in recognition of his 
artwork and the honor it brings to the Slovenian culture and heritage in Ely.  
Campbell indicated that August 2nd is the 100th Anniversary of the Slovenian Union of 
America, which is being held at Fortune Bay.  
Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) 
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from P&Z to approve the 
reduction of the lot width at 1229 E Washington St from 75 feet to 70.5 feet, and 
enlarge the lot width of 1239 E Washington St from 100 feet to 104.5 feet. 
Roose indicated that this is an agreement between the 2 neighbors.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from P&Z to approve the 
subdivision of 400 S 3rd Ave E W by removing 2.6103 +/- acres from PID 030-0500-
00370, and creating its own parcel. (Map and legal description included in Council 
Packet)  
Langowski stated that this is where the new Wilderness Escape Apartment Building will 
be located.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from P&Z to approve the 
Subdivision legal description for 1600 E Sheridan St as presented (Map and legal 
description included in Council Packet)  
Langowski indicated that this was a larger parcel, so this is carving out the portion with 
the building.   
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Roose/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from P&Z to direct 
Attorney Klun to start the ordinance process for the following changes to the 
permissible uses list: Ambulance Garage & Office adding R1 and C2 by 
Conditional Use, Apartment (5 or more) adding R1 by Conditional Use, Bed and 
Breakfast adding R1 by Conditional Use, Dwelling – Multiple Family adding R1 by 
Conditional Use, and Rooming House adding R1 by Conditional Use. Motion 
Carried Unanimously.  
 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA): Minutes included in the Council Packet 

 
A.Forsman indicated that there is a sanitation meeting tomorrow. On Saturday, April 
25th, there are the Community Clean Up and Tree Mulching events.  They are looking 
for volunteers to pick up trash along the Trezona Trail, Whiteside Park, and the Softball 
Fields. The Spring Clean Up days in conjunction with GMen will be May 15th and 16th at 
Whiteside Park.  This weekend is also the Drug Take Back Day on Saturday, April 25th, 
from 10am to 2pm.  It is very important not to dispose of any drugs down the sewer, as 
they will end up in our waterways.    
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
Clerk-Treasurer 
City Hall Window Bids 
Langowski indicated that the bids for the City Hall Window Project were opened on April 
16th. This project is for replacing the remaining windows at City Hall that were not 
replaced during the 2014 project. The estimated cost for this replacement project was 
$332,000. May Gray Construction was the low bid at $327,000.  
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to award the City Hall Window Project to Max Gray 
Construction for $327,000. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Ford Garage – 36 & 46 E Conan St Hazardous Materials Quotes –  
Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the Low Bid to Mavo Systems for $7,850.00 
for hazardous materials disposal at the Old Ford Garage.  
Roose asked if this is in the budget. Langowski stated that it is.  
Langowski indicated that we are also working on a lease with the tenant for this 
property.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve Bob Koschak to purchase surplus materials 
owned by the City of Ely. Includes old light poles, logs located at the Old City 
Dump Site, and old power poles for $1252.00. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Langowski discussed the tree dump/compost dump at the old city dump on Lookout 
Ridge Road.  Cutting trees is not allowed here, as it is a liability to the city.  Do not dump 
garbage, cabinets, furniture, etc. If people dump these kinds of things, we will have to 
close this area.  Don’t ruin it so others can't bring yard waste or trees. If the fire danger 
is high, we might also have to close the dump area for the safety of residents.  
 
Langowski stated that street sweeping should be done by this Friday, if the council 
would like to lift calendar parking.   
Roose/Campbell moved to lift calendar parking as of Monday, April 27, 2026. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
Fire Chief 
Ely Fire Department Quarter 1 Summary and Fire Department Minutes 
Chief Marshall discussed the Quarter 1 Summary: there were 62 medical calls, 22 fire 
calls, and 11 others (Meetings, trainings, etc). The department's average response rate 
was 55%.  
Spring 2026 Fire Department Training – Chief Marshall stated that the packet includes a 
list of Spring 2026 Fire School Training Attendance.  
Chief Marshall discussed the fire and first responder calls. Marshall stated that the 
structure fire at 210 E Harvey St the picture of the firefighter with the cat was Steve 
Renneberg.  
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Library Director 
2026 PLA Conference Attendance - List of All Sessions Attended. Heinrich indicated that 
a full list of information from the sessions they attended is available at the Clerk’s Office 
or the Library.  
Library Director Heinrich discussed the library programs available on the Library 
Website. 

 
Police Chief 
A.Forsman/Roose moved to approve the agreement between the City of Duluth 
and the Regents of the Ely Police Department for the Police Enterprise Records 
Management System Access Agreement  
Chief Houde, this is a transition into a new program for our records.  Duluth will be the 
license holder, so we need to approve this agreement with them.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Ely Drug Take Back Day Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 10am-2pm at Ely City Hall 
Chief Houde indicated that this is available at City Hall 365 days a year, in the green 
container on the 1st floor.  
 
Chief Houde stated that even though Calendar Parking is lifted, we still have other 
parking rules in our community to follow, including 24-hour parking.  
 
City Attorney 
Campbell/Lahtonen moved to approve the Quit Claim Deed between the Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority and the City of Ely. (For the Wilderness Escape 
Apartments Housing Project) Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the Quit Claim Deed for the property at 1600 E 
Sheridan St. Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
City Engineer 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information 
-Correspondence from Forest Partners Open House on Thursday, April 23, 2026 from 4-
6pm at MN North College- Vermilion.  
-RAMS Newsletter-Budget Impacts of Iron Mining Trends 
Campbell discussed the RAMs events that are coming up including the Ranger Party 
down in St Paul, and the Lunch and Learn on May 21st that will be held at Ely City Hall.  
 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT 
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the City and EUC Claims for April 21, 2026, for 
$106,656.44. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the Supervisor of Essential Employee 
Contract January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2028. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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NEW BUSINESS 
Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the Temporary On Sale Liquor License for Ely 
Folk School for May 6, 2026 at Semer’s Park Beach for their annual Spring Bonfire 
pending receipt of payment and insurance. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Roose/Campbell moved to approve the Temporary On Sale Liquor License for Ely 
Winton Rod & Gun Club for May 30, 2026, at Miner’s Dry, 401 N Pioneer Rd, for a 
wedding, pending receipt of payment and insurance. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Resolution 2026-015, authorizing the City 
of Ely to make application to and accept funds from the FY2026 Downtown 
Redevelopment Grant Program. (For Border Lakes Brewing LLC Building 
Construction at the Ely Depot) . Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman-Yes, 
Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Roose-abstain, Campbell-Yes, Bisbee-Yes, and Mayor 
Omerza-Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Abstaining. 
 
Roose/Campbell moved to approve the Renewal of the Consumption and Display 
Permit for Boundary Waters Catering, LLC, DBA Boundary Waters Kitchen & 
Market at 141 E Chapman St. Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Resolution 2026-016 Resolution Authorizing Water, Sewer, and Electric Rate 
Increase. Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman-Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz-
Yes, Roose-Yes, Campbell-Yes, Bisbee-Yes, and Mayor Omerza-Yes. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 
 
OPEN FORUM: None 
 
Clerk Langowski reminded everyone we have our Local Board of Appeal and 
Equalization meeting on Thursday, April 23, 2026 from 5-6pm in the Council Chambers.  
 
ADJOURN 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:25pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 

 
 


