Regular Meeting Ely City Council —
Ely City Hall, Council Chambers
May 5, 2026 — Minutes

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Omerza called the council meeting to order at 5:30pm.

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee,
and Mayor Omerza
ABSENT: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the minutes from the April 21, 2026, Regular
Council Meeting, Public Hearing regarding EUC Rates, and the April 23, 2026
Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA

A. Addition 6. A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions
on tonight’s agenda.

B. Addition 13. G. Resolution 2026-017 Resolution Governing Write-In Vote Counting

C. Addition 13. H. Consider the Residential Rehab Loan for Louis M Gerzin at 238 E
White St. for $10,000 for a new garage, pending proper paperwork and fees and to
direct Attorney Klun to work with the applicants and proceed with the loan
application.

Roose/Debeltz moved to accept adding the additions A-C to the agenda. Motion

Carried Unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Tree City USA Proclamation for Arbor Day

Mayor Omerza stated that she was at Whiteside Park on April 25 for the Tree Mulching
Event and read the Arbor Day Proclamation.

Congressman Stauber came to Ely last Friday and met with several Council Members
and Utility Commissioners, and we were able to thank him for his help in receiving $2
Million for the Burntside Water Main Project. We are still hopeful of being included in
the state bonding bill as well.

Mayor Omerza stated that spring field trips are happening at the school. It is great to
see the kids getting to visit the Airport, Library, Police and Fire Departments and to
show them what the city does.

CONSENT AGENDA
Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to waive the readings in entirety of all ordinances and
resolutions on tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously.

REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

Standing/Special

Sanitation Committee

Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from the Sanitation
Committee to have the Spring Clean Up days on May 15" from 8am-3pm and on
May 16t from 8am-Noon and to work with GMen.

Langowski indicated that the police department is sending letters to property owners in
Ely with blighted properties, reminding them of the Clean-up days. Langowski reminded
everyone that they need to be city residents to drop off items at the clean-up days.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee

Roose/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from the Comprehensive
Plan Steering Committee to request a study session with the city council and the
Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee on Tuesday, May 26".

Lahtonen asked what is the purpose of the meeting?

Roose stated that it would be to discuss the city’s vision for the Comp Plan and the
direction the council wants the committee to take.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Ely Economic Development Authority(EEDA): Minutes included in the council packet

Ely Utilities Commission(EUC)

A.Forsman/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve a
$12,637 payment to Eaton for annual Yukon software support. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve
$11,000 for clarifier media and freight from AquaPure for the water treatment
plant.

Roose asked if this is budgeted for?

A.Forsman indicated that it is budgeted for; this is standard operating supplies. Itis
crazy that with inflation, we need to get the standard operating supplies approved.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

A.Forsman/Lahtonen moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to
approve $985 for a cutter kit and $2,750 for a replacement grinder pump from
Quality Flow for the Trembath lift station. Motion Carried Unanimously.

A.Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to
approve calling for bids for the roof replacement on the water treatment plant.
Motion Carried Unanimously.
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Whiteside Gardens Report for 2025 (Ely Garden Report)

Bisbee indicated that they do a wonderful job on all the work in Whiteside Park and at
the entrance signs.

Langowski indicated that they are always looking for new members if anyone is
interested.

Range Association of Municipalities & Schools (RAMS): Minutes included in the council
packet

A.Forsman discussed the Ambulance Joint Powers Meeting and the bid tabulation for
the Ambulance Garage and Building. The bids came in higher than hoped. We received
a grant from the USDA Rural Development for $650,000, and the bids came in a little
over $900,000. A. Forsman indicated that we will apply for an IRRR Grant in July to see
if we can cover the difference. A.Forsman also indicated that the hospital will no longer
contribute to the building's operations, and this will affect our contributions from the city
and other entities. The city has a budget for the ambulance's facility and operations; we
will have to discuss this at the budget committee to determine where the other funding
for the facility will come from.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
Clerk-Treasurer: Nothing to report

Fire Chief

Chief Marshall discussed the fire and first responder calls. Chief Marshall indicated that
the 2" graders will be visiting the Police and Fire Department soon.

Chief Marshall indicated that we are currently in a low to moderate fire danger.
Campfires are allowed, but no brush piles, etc.

Library Director
Library Director Heinrich discussed the library programs available on the Library
Website.

Police Chief

April 2026 Police Stats

Chief Houde reminded everyone to yield to pedestrians in the crosswalks. Houde
indicated that kids are out and about with scooters. To ride a scooter, you need to be 12
years old, and if you are under 18, you need a helmet. Houde also reminded everyone
that when riding them, you should be on the right side of the road, not on the sidewalk.

City Attorney: Nothing to report

City Engineer: not present
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COMMUNICATIONS

Household and Business Hazardous Waste Collections — June 11t is the Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Day at the Joint Public Works Garage at 2210 E Sheridan
St from 10am-2pm. Business Hazardous Waste Collection Day is on June 4" from
11am-2pm at the Northwoods Solid Waste Transfer Station on Hwy 21.

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT

A. City and EUC Claims for May 5, 2026, for $20,233.40

B. Ely Community Resource 2" quarter payment of $5,637.50

C. Burntside Ridge Trail Association 2026 Road Dues for $550.00
Bisbee/Debeltz moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A-C. Motion
Carried Unanimously

OLD BUSINESS
Debeltz/Campbell moved to accept Eva Sebesta's resignation from the Park and
Recreation Board and to send a letter of thanks. Motion Carried Unanimously

Committee Seats

Park and Recreation Board,1-3 year term, Term Expires 1/31/2029, can be a resident or
non-resident. 3 applicants -Timothy A Kulik (resident), Courtney Clark (resident), Russell
Alioth (resident)

Discussion was held about the two openings for Park and Rec resulting from Sebesta’s
resignation.

Bisbee/Debeltz moved to appoint Timothy Kulik and Courtney Clark to the Park
and Rec Board for the terms expiring on January 31, 2029.

Roose indicated that all three are great candidates and noted that Russell Alioth is in
the audience this evening and made the effort to come tonight, so that should be taken
into consideration.

Bisbee indicated that he would amend his motion to have Courtney and Russel be on
Park and Rec.

Debeltz did not approve of the amendment, vote was taken.

Motion failed 3-4 with A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Roose, and Mayor Omerza voting No.

Debeltz/Campbell moved to appoint Timothy Kulik to the Park and Rec Board for
the term expiring on January 31, 2029. Motion Carried 4-3 with A.Forsman,
Lahtonen, and Bisbee voting No.

Bisbee/Lahtonen moved to appoint Courtney Clark to the Park and Rec Board for
the term expiring on January 31, 2029.

Roose indicated that she is going to vote no, since she would like Russell on Park and
Rec.

Mayor Omerza indicated that all the meetings are open to the public and anyone can
attend.

Motion Carried 6-1 with Roose voting No.
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NEW BUSINESS
Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the Letter of Support for the 2026 Minerals
Article. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Roose/Campbell moved to approve the In-Kind Service request from Ely Public
Schools ISD 696 to install new batting cages for the school's softball and
Baseball Programs. Motion Carried Unanimously

Debeltz/Bisbee moved to approve the Ground Lease Agreement between the City
of Ely and the Ely Golf Club Corporation from May 18, 2026, to May 18, 2028.
Motion Carried Unanimously

Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the Project Closeout Report for the 2023
Taxilane Reconstruction at the Ely Municipal Airport. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the Residential Rehab Loan for Adam and
Kelsey Borchert at 1315 E White St. for $10,000 for a new roof, pending proper
paperwork and fees and to direct Attorney Klun to work with the applicants and
proceed with the loan application. Motion Carried Unanimously

Campbell/Bisbee moved to approve the Special Event Permit Application for the
2026 Ely Farmer’s Market.

Roose/Campbell moved to approve Resolution 2026-017 Resolution Governing
Write-In Vote Counting. Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman-Yes, Lahtonen-
Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Roose-Yes, Campbell-Yes, Bisbee-Yes, and Mayor Omerza-Yes.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the Residential Rehab Loan for Louis M Gerzin
at 238 E White St. for $10,000 for a new garage, pending proper paperwork and
fees, and to direct Attorney Klun to work with the applicants and proceed with the
loan application. Motion Carried Unanimously

OPEN FORUM: None

ADJOURN:
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:18pm without objection.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



