Board of Adjustment Public Hearing
Agenda for Wednesday, July 15, 2026
4:45 PM

. Board of Adjustment Call to Order

. Roll call: Hernesmaa, Councilor Roose, Heil, Palcher, Anderson, Decker,

Seliga. Staff Kochendorfer.

Public Hearing Home Occupation Revocation for 422 F, James St

. Adjournment



209 E. Chapman St. Ely, MN 55731

DATE: June 22", 2026

SUBJECT: Public Hearing Notice-

The Ely Board of Adjustment will be holding a public hearing on Wednesday, July 15", 2026 at
4:45 pm in the City Hall council chambers. At this public hearing the Board of Adjustment will
be considering the revocation of a Home Occupation Permit at 422 E James St.

All interested parties may submit communication regarding the public hearing to the City
Planning and Zoning Office, 209 E Chapman St, Ely, MN, 55731, 218-365-3224 Ext 3,
pzadmin@ely.mn.us, or in person at the public hearing.

Scott Kochendorfer
Zoning Administrator
209 E Chapman St
Ely MN 55731
pzadmin@ely.mn.us
218-365-3224, Ext 3



https://pzadmin@ely.mn.us
https://pzadmin@ely.mn.us

Ely City Hall, 209 E Chapman St, Ely MN 55731

Chad & Heidi Meskill
CC: NorthStar Dirt Worx
422 E James St

Ely, MN 55731

Reference: Home Occupation Permit

Dear Business Owner,

For the Business NorthStar Dirt Worx, located at 422 E James St, Ely, MN 55731. The City of
Ely has received numerous complaints of blight, and nuisance activity at this address. The
current Home Occupation Standards being violated include:

1. Currently, the business is creating excess dirt and debris on the roadway and sidewalk. The
business is not currently compatible with residential uses of the property and neighboring
properties.

2. The volume of vehicle and truck traffic is in excess that is normally associated with residential
properties, with excess vehicles and equipment being parked on the street.

3. The activity is generating excess noise from equipment use, and extra vehicle traffic.

Due to the complaints, the City of Ely hereby gives you notice of intent to revoke your home
occupation permit.

Right to appeal: You have the right to appeal this revocation within ten (10) days from the
receipt of the notice to file an appeal to the Board of Adjustment. Failure to file an appeal within
ten (10) days waives any challenges to the revocation, at the expiration of the ten (10) days the
permit is revoked and the home occupation shall cease. Appeals from the Board of Adjustments
may be made to the Council in the same manner as provided under Conditional Uses, Section
11.43, Subd. 2. No home occupation shall be permitted that does not conform to all of the
following standards. Violations of the performance standards shall be grounds for revocation of
the permit. All parties seeking a permit must comply with any or all applicable regulations or
administrative procedures

Home Occupation Standards include:
1. The activity is compatible with the residential use of the property and surrounding residential

uses;

2. The activity employs no more than 5 employees;

3. Retail sales are prohibited, except where the product(s) is produced on the premises;

4. The volume of deliveries, truck or other vehicular traffic is not in excess of what is normally
associated with residential use in the neighborhood;

5. The activity uses no equipment or processes that create noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors or
electrical or electronic interference, including interference with

radio or television reception, detectable by any neighbors;



MN Ely City Hall, 209 E Chapman St, Ely MN 55731

6. The activity does not generate any solid waste or sewage discharge, in volume or type, which
is not normally associated with residential use of the neighborhood;

7. The maximum allowed signage for a home occupation is four (4) square feet;

8. An accessory structure may be used for the home occupation, provided that the above
provisions are followed.

Please respond to this letter within 10 days of receiving it by either calling, emailing, or stopping
at City Hall. Thank you for your time.

Respectfully,

Sestt- /A &M%M,

Dated: 6/9/2026

Scott Kochendorfer
Zoning Administrator
209 E Chapman St
Ely MN 55731
pzadmin@ely.mn.us
218-365-3224, Ext 3



https://pzadmin@ely.mn.us

CITY OF ELY
| M Permit No.: HO-25002

Permit Type:  Home Occupation Permit

Site Address: 422 E JAMES ST Approved Date: 06/11/25
Work Valuation: $0.00 Expiration Date: 05/31/26

**CONTACT PLANNING & ZONING FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
(218)504-5141 PZADMIN@ELY MN.US

Owner Information: Contractor Information:

MESKILL, HEIDI & CHAD
422 E JAMES ST

ELY MN 55731

(218) 235-8079

Work Description/Requirement;
"NORTHSTAR DIRT WORX"

LANSCAPING, FENCES, HANDYMAN WORK.

REC#1.022289

Fee Description;
New Home QOccupation $25.00
TOTAL FEE: $25.00 PAID: $25.00

THE PERSON, FIRM, OR ORGANIZATION SECURING THIS PERMIT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CODE COMPLIANGE. THIS PERMIT IS NOT VALID UNTIL THE PLAN REVIEW |5 APPROVED
AND THE FEE HAS BEEN PAID IN FULL.

422 E JAMES ST S

©___THIS PERMIT MUST BE POSTED AT THE ABOVE WORK ADDRESS AT,ALL TIMES
! ) ‘ ii p BUILDING
Signature: l %Y _ Date. Approval: “2=f DEPARTMENT




Ely City Hall, 209 E Chapman St, Ely MN 55731

HOME OCCUPATION APPLICATION

DATE:

PARCEL CODE:

APPLICANT
NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

BUSINESS
NAME:

BUSINESS
WEBSITE:

STATE / FEDERAL LICENSE REQUIRED? YES NO
(Please attach photo copy)

SALES & USE TAX PERMIT REQUIRED? YES NO
(Please attach photo copy)

FEDERAL & STATE
TAX ID NUMBERS:

BUSINESS
DESCRIPTION:




Ely City Hall, 209 E Chapman St, Ely MN 55731

NEW LICENSE: $25.00 RENEWAL FEE: $15.00

I CERTIFY THAT MY BUSINESS IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 11.01, SUBD. 9 OF
THE ELY CITY CODE. (ATTACHED)

SIGNATURE: DATE
ZONING
ADMINISTRATOR: DATE

A Copy of the signed renewal application will be in a file at city hall and serve as your permit
for the year. If you wish to have a copy for your records, please check the box below.

I:l I would like a copy sent to my address

|:| Please send a copy to my email

Please make checks payable to the “City of Ely”

Thank you & have a wonderful day!

Ely Planning & Zoning Administrator
209 E. Chapman St. Ste #2009

Ely, MN 55731

pzadmin@ely.mn.us

(218)365-3224, Ext 3


https://pzadmin@ely.mn.us
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Chapter 11, Section 11.01, Subd. 9. “Home Occupations”

SECTION 1
A. Purpose and Intent: It is the purpose and intent of this Subdivision to encourage

families, building communities and safeguard neighborhoods while retaining the

residential character of neighborhoods.
. Home Occupation Defined: Any activity operated for monetary gain in, or
directed from, a residential dwelling or unit by one of more occupant(s) residing
within the dwelling or unit.
Permit Required: One permit shall be required for each home occupation
conducted within the dwelling unit. Home occupations existing on the effective
date of this Subdivision shall apply for a permit and conform to this Subdivision
within six (6) months. The home occupation fee shall be $25.00 with original
application, with an annual renewal fee of $15.00. Notice of intent to revoke the
permit shall be sent by the Zoning Administrator to the permit holder. The notice
shall state the grounds for revocation. The holder of the permit shall have ten (10)
days from the receipt of the notice to file an appeal to the Board of Adjustment.
Failure to file an appeal within ten (10) days waives any challenges to the
revocation, at the expiration of the ten (10) days the permit is revoked and the
home occupation shall cease. Appeals from the Board of Adjustments may be
made to the Council in the same manner as provided under Conditional uses,
Section 11.43, Subd. 2. No home occupation shall be permitted that does not
conform to all of the following standards. Violations of the performance standards
shall be grounds for revocation of the permit. All parties seeking a permit must
comply with any or all applicable regulations or administrative procedures.

D. Home Occupation Standards: A home occupation shall be an accessory use to a

g

residential dwelling or unit, provided that:

The activity is compatible with the residential use of the property and surrounding
residential uses;

The activity employs no more than 5 employees;

Retail sales are prohibited, except where the product is produced on the premises;

The volume of deliveries, truck or other vehicular traffic is not in excess of what is

normally associated with residential use in the neighborhood;
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The activity uses no equipment or processes that create noise, vibration, glare,
fumes, odors or electrical or electronic interference, including interference with
radio or television reception, detectable by any neighbors;

The activity does not generate any solid waste or sewage discharge, in volume or
type, which is not normally associated with residential use of the neighborhood;
The maximum allowed signage for a home occupation is four (4) square feet;

An accessory structure may be used for the home occupation, provided that the
above provisions are followed.

. Yariance: A variance may be applied for from the provisions above. A variance

cannot be applied for a use that is not allowed in a zoning district, as per Section
11.43A, D of the City Code.

Common Interest Community: In the case of a dwelling unit which is part of a
common interest ownership community (a community in which at least some of
the property is owned in common by all of the residents), the provisions of this
section shall not be deemed to supersede any deed restriction, covenant,
agreement, master deed, by-laws or other documents which prohibit a home
occupation within a dwelling unit.

. Standards established pursuant to this section shall apply to all residences.
. At any time, and for due cause, based upon the needs of the community, the City

Council may establish by ordinance limitations for, or prohibit entirely, any home
occupation, including but not limited to those involving manufacturing,
warehousing, retailing or providing services, which it deems would be
incompatible with the residential zones in which they are located.

The provisions of this ordinance shall not be construed as limiting in any manner
the powers of the City of Ely to protect the health, safety and welfare of its
residents, including the investigation and elimination of nuisances.

Effective Date: August 17, 2007















§ 11.01

Subd. 6. “Day Care” - Day care shall include the following terms efined in
Minnesota legislation, as the same may be ameng€d froy time to time:

A. “Family day care” §Day care f§r no more than ten (10) ghildren\gt one
(1) tigfle, of whic no more than six (6) are ugder school ade, and which is licensed to operatd\as a
family day care hdme.

B. “Group family day care” - Day dare for no more than | fourteen (14)
chilfiren at one (1) ime and which is lice cd to operate as § group family day cafe home.

Subd, 7. “Dwelling, Siy gle-Famlly A detached residence| designed for jor
occhipied by one fandjly only.

Subd.\ 8. “Dwelling, Two-Family” - A regidence designed for gr occupied by tfvo
fanLilics only, with separate housekeeping and cooking fadjlities for each.

Subd. 9. “Dwelling, Miiltiple-Family” 4A residence designed for or occupiedy
thrﬁe or more families, yvith separate hofisekeeping and coking facilities for egch.

Subd. 14 “Family” - @ne or more person§ occupying a singfe housekeeping urjit
and using common cool§ng facilities§ provided that unles§ all members arg related by blood
mafriage, no such family $hall containfover five members.

Subd. 11. “Fencg” — A structural enclosure or barrier used as a boundary,
means of protection, or concalme

Source: Ordinance No. 252, Second Series
Effective Date: June 30, 2012

Subd. 12. '"Home Occupations."

A. Purpose and Intent. It is the purpose and intent of this Subdivision to
encourage families, build communities and safeguard neighborhoods while retaining the residential
character of neighborhoods.

B. Home Occupation Defined. Any activity operated for monetary gain in,
or directed from, a residential dwelling or unit by one or more occupant(s) residing within the
dwelling or unit.

(06-20-2014)
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§ 11.01

C. Permit Required. One permit shall be required for each home
occupation conducted within the dwelling unit. Home occupations existing on the effective date of
this Subdivision shall apply for a permit and conform with this Subdivision within six (6) months.
The home occupation fee shall be $25.00 with original application, with an annual renewal fee of
$15.00. Notice of intent to revoke the permit shall be sent by the Zoning Administrator to the
permit holder. The notice shall state the grounds for revocation. The holder of the permit shall
have ten (10) days from the receipt of the notice to file an appeal to the Board of Adjustment.
Failure to file an appeal within ten (10) days waives any challenges to the revocation, at the
expiration of the ten (10) days the permit is revoked and the home occupation shall cease. Appeals
from the Board of Adjustments may be made to the Council in the same manner as provided under
Conditional Uses, Section 11.43, Subd. 2. No home occupation shall be permitted that does not
conform to all of the following standards. Violations of the performance standards shall be grounds
for revocation of the permit. All parties seeking a permit must comply with any or all applicable
regulations or administrative procedures.

Source: Ordinance No. 51
Effective Date: November 18, 1994

Repealed by Ordinance No. 199, Second Series
Effective Date: June 14, 2007

Source: Ordinance No. 205, Second Series
Effective Date: August 16, 2007

D. Home Occupation Standards. A home occupation shall be an
accessory use to a residential dwelling or unit, provided that

1. The activity is compatible with the residential use of the property
and surrounding residential uses;

2. The activity employs no more than 5 employees;

3. Retail sales are prohibited, except where the product(s) is produced
on the premises;
Source: Ordinance No. 92, Second Series
Effective Date: March 18, 1999

4. The volume of deliveries, truck or other vehicular traffic is not in
excess of what is normally associated with residential use in the neighborhood;

5. The activity uses no equipment or processes that create noise,
vibration, glare, fumes, odors or electrical or electronic interference, including interference with
radio or television reception, detectable by any neighbors;

465 (06-20-2014)



§ 11.01

6. The activity does not generate any solid waste or sewage discharge,
in volume or type, which is not normally associated with residential use of the neighborhood;

7. The maximum allowed signage for a home occupation is four (4)
square feet;

8. An accessory structure may be used for the home occupation,
provided that the above provisions are followed.

Source: Ordinance No. 157
Effective Date: February 19, 1987
Source: Amended by Ordinance No. 199, Second Series
Effective Date: June 14, 2007

E. Vari
vgriance cannot be applied fo
of the City Code.

part of a common intergst ownership cgmmunity (a commugfity in which at 1
property is owned in cgfnmon by all of fhe residents), the prpvisions of this se
deemed to supersede
documents which prohfbit a home occupftion within a dwelljhg unit.

residences.

and for due cause, fased upon the nee

the City Council
ccupation, includgg but not limited ¢p those involving anufacturing, warghousing, retajfing or
oviding serviceg which it deems wo#ld be incompatiblg with the residenti
a¥e located.

Source: Ordinance No. 199, Second Series
Effective Date: June 14, 2007

(06-20-2014)
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Donald S. Johnson
428 E. James Street

Ely, Minnesota 55731
July 7, 2026

Ely City Planning and Zoning Office
209 E. Chapman Street, Ely, Minnesota 55731
Attn: Mr. Scott Kochendorfer, Zoning Administrator

Re: Ely Board of Adjustment Public Hearing July 15, 2026,
Revocation of Home Occupation Permit, 422 E. James Street

Dear Mr. Kochendorfer:

Thank you for your letter of June 22 notifying me of the above Public Hearing regarding
the possible revocation of a Home Occupation Permit, 422 James Street in Ely. I also wish
to thank you taking the time to discuss associated matters with me via the telephone.

I strongly support the revocation of the Home Occupation Permit, and I adamantly oppose
all efforts that might be made to possibly renew this permit.

I have been owner of the home and property at 428 E. James Street since 2006, that is,
prior to the change in ownership at 422 E. James and before the above Home Occupation
Permit was issued at that locale. Subsequently, I have been the uneasy - and increasingly
distressed - witness to the gradual deterioration of what I would term the quality of life and
the actual physical characteristics — the streetscape, alleyways, etc., on the 400 block of
James Street.

As a residential neighborhood, James Street is entirely unsuited for the daily operation
(including maintenance, etc.) of large dump trucks, trailers, excavators, etc. However,
virtually everyday, one is confronted by a caravan of such vehicles lining one side of the
street, or the other. Oftentimes, vehicles and trailers are left parked for days. It has
literally been years since I have been able to look out of my window and enjoy an
uncluttered, uncongested view of my block.

There is, of course, the omnipresent noise issue associated with the permitted operation.
Noise heard on the street, alleyway and, more recently, in what was once a yard at 422 E.
James. Inevitably, one also finds oneself confronted by the creeping encroachment on one’s
property associated with such operations. Of course, there is the ever-growing blight of the
entire property that has occurred at 422 E. James.

Finally, due to all the above, there has been a distressing, but inevitable, breakdown in
neighbourly communication.



I thank you for your Kind attention in this critical matter and in closing I wish to state
again that I wholly support the revocation of the Home Occupancy Permit, 422 E. James
Steert. While I will be unable o personally attend the upcoming Public Hearing, I am at
your service should you require further particulars from me.

Sincerely,
Donald S. Johnson
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Name: ;iawgg:_ﬁzz_y;u;,_Addressz W27 demes ST,

Please check the appropriate description(s):

Are you a City of Ely Taxpayer/Resident @ or No

Briefly description of your comment and/or concern:

%awz/ Hge #.

ctM\/u y&mﬁx gg@;é% Mw) 'ngju /5:268@

0 <122 &, fhmas- 32,

Wwy Q.Qe rnTcati gro P

f@@m@m&tm %LMW*? DLam. are purren,
06’. ck/,p\gﬂu,mmtﬂm Ahe A2tk ok U2 7 ELFAMES 3T, Aot afoarts
/%rc.d. C(D oo prW%Mé ngvp\%/l

MV NLEM AL mwaz; ﬁ?@fﬂ@a«ﬂﬁ« W@ IZZL

(ﬁf'lt\IFo %ROT COLS CW W“@MMVC

d
The Mayor will recognize one speaker at a time. Only those speal(ers(;eco gmﬁly the Mayor will be

allowed to speak. When addressing the Council, state your full name and address for the record.
If you are approved to speak, you will be speaking directly to the Council, not to the audience, staff, or

community.
Comments must be informational in nature and not exceed three (3) minutes during Open Forum at the

discretion of the Mayor.
If there are a number of individuals present to speak on the same topic, please designate a spokesperson

that can summarize the issue.
All written requests must meet the requirements of the comment period p1 otocol, or the request will be

denied.
The Council cannot engage in a discussion or debate, but will take the information and find answers, if

appropriate.
Comments must not use profanity, insults, or threats. Personal attacks by anyone addressing the Council

are unacceptable. Complaints about individuals or City staff members are not allowed.
A violation of the Open Form Protocols is subject to Minnesota Statute 609.72 Disorderly Conduct.

I have read and agree to the Ely City Council’s Open Forum Protocols:

Signature

**Please return the Open Forum Request Form to the Clerk.



7/15/26, 8:31 AM City of Ely Mail - Fwd: 422 occupational permit

Gm @i E Scott Kochendorfer <pzadmin@ely.mn.us>

Fwd: 422 occupational permit

pete streit <petestreet10@gmail.com> Wed, Jul 15, 2026 at 8:24 AM
To: pzadmin@ely.mn.us

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: pete streit <petestreet10@gmail.com>
Date: July 9, 2026 at 5:40:03 PM CDT
Subject: 422 occupational permit

I would like to start out by saying we have known the residents of 422 for a very long time and wish no ill will
on them. That being said, we feel that enough is enough. 1 believe in staying out of someone else’s
business but, when it affects my family’'s home life | have to speak up. we have a small child so The heavy
machinery running late or early is frustrating. We have been woken up by a skid steer scraping the asphalt
at 6 a.m. or trying to crack a boulder by hitting it with his mini bucket 1000 times. Also sitting on our couch
looking out our picture window and neighbor is arc welding with no screen right on James st. Or using a
grinder at inopportune times. Another time we had to deal with screening dirt from their own yard causing
heavy dust and noise. These are just a few things that have stuck out in my memory over the last ten years.
We appreciate your attention to this matter.

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=1afd994 98b&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f: 18707874 18593365148&simpl=msg-f: 18707874 18593365148
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