
ORDINANCE NO. 399, 2nd Series 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ELY, MINNESOTA, REVISING THE ELY CITY CODE 
CHAPTER 11, SECTION 2. BUSINESS PARK CONVENANTS 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELY DOES HEREBY ORDAIN: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 11, Section 2 of the Ely City Code is amended to read as follows: 

SEC. 11.02. ELY BUSINESS PARK COVENANTS. 

Subd. 1. Recommended Permitted Uses. The land uses in the Ely Business Park as presently 
zoned are limited to the following categories: 

A. Professional offices; 
B. Research laboratories; 
C. Electronics manufacturing and assembly; 
D. Other light manufacturing and assembly; 
E. Governmental buildings; 
F. Light industry and assembly. 
G. Commercial Businesses allowed under Ch. 11 .40 Permissible Uses List (Specific zoning 

designations) 

Subd. 2. Maintenance and Repairs. All lots and improvements must be constructed, kept, and 
maintained by the owner or occupant in good condition, repair, and appearance. 

A. Buffering. Wherever a commercial parcel is located adjacent to an area or areas being 
actually used for residential purposes, a buffer material shall be placed upon the 
boundmy of the commercial parcel. The buffer material may be vegetation or opaque 
fencing, and shall be of sufficient height to provide a screening effect between the 
residential area and the commercial usage. 

B. Maintenance. Wherever in this code there is a requirement for installation of any 
device for aesthetic or screening purposes, or for the maintenance of any particular type of exterior material, such 
materials or devices shall at all times be maintained in an attractive, safe and neat condition. All conditions outlined 
in City Code Chapter 10, and the International Building Code must be adhered to. 

Subd. 3. Utility Lines and Antennas. Underground or concealed placement only, except that 
temporary placement of above ground utilities is permitted during reasonable construction periods. 

Subd. 4. Development Standards. 

A. Setbacks. Apply the dimensional and use standards established for the zoning district 
in which the property is located. 

B. Signage. 
1. All signage must comply with Chapter 14 of the City Code and is subject to review 

and approval by the Planning and Zoning Administrator. 



C. Parking. 

1. Common Driveways. Driveways may be shared between lots to reduce curb cuts 
and turning movement locations. 

2. Material. All driveways and parking areas shall be surfaced with asphalt or 
concrete paving, and cured with cast-in-place barrier concrete curbs. Drainage for paved surfaces shall be facilitated 
in all cases by the use of bituminous curb and gutter around the perimeter of all parking lots and all public driveways. 
Where particular engineering problems exist, the City may require concrete curbing. Temporary exceptions maybe 
granted by the commission when appropriate for plans that incorporate phased construction. 

3. Parking lot Setbacks. There shall be a 10 foot setback between all lot lines and 
the back of the curb on parking lots and driveways. There shall be an 8 foot spacing between back of curb of all 
parking lots and buildings. The space within the setback area shall be governed by the ground cover requirements 
found elsewhere in this ordinance. The lot line setbacks shall not apply where adjoining property owners wish to use 
common parking. 

4. Loading Docks. Loading docks shall be located to the rear or side of buildings, in 
areas that are as much as possible screened from view from adjacent public roadways. 

5. Sidewalks. All areas where members of the public or employees must walk for 
access to any location shall be paved or covered with a hard surface material. 

D. Loading and Storage. No materials, supplies or equipment shall be stored in any 
area on a lot except inside a closed building or behind visual barrier screening such areas 
from the view of adjoining properties and public streets. Garbage and refuse containers 
shall be concealed from the view of adjoining properties and public streets by means of 
screening walls that complement the exterior of the adjoining building. 

E. Exterior Storage and Facilities. 

1. Fencing. All fences located in the Park shall be of complete opaque materials, so 
as to substantially screen from outside view the contents of the fenced area. Where chain link fence is used, the fence 
shall be fully screened either by the use of vegetation of the same height, or by the use of inserts rendering a 
substantially opaque result. 

2. Other Fence Standards. Fences shall be not less than 6 feet and not more than 12 
feet in height. 

3. Outside Storage. The outside storage of any shall be prohibited, unless the storage 
is completely screened from view by fencing, by natural topography, or by vegetation which completely screens the 
stored materials from view from any outside sources. No storage shall be permitted which is not required as a part 
of the business operated on the premises. 

4. Exception for Inventory. Articles which comprise completed product inventory 



being displayed for current retail sale may be stored outside, but may be subject to conditions for such storage to be 
imposed on a case-by-case basis by the City. 

5. Storage. Unscreened outside storage is prohibited and inoperable vehicles and 
equipment cannot be stored on-site or in the open for longer than 5 working days. 

F. Subdivision. No lot may be subdivided, and no p01tion of a lot may be sold or 
otherwise conveyed, without the written consent of the Ely City Council. 

Subd. 6. Stormwater Control. Stormwater runoff shall be properly channeled into storm drains 
and/or pond areas and shall not be permitted to flow over walkways. All roof stormwater must be collected by a 
system constructed inside the exterior walls of the building or by a system that blends into the facade of the building 
and discharged less than 2 feet above grade of the point of discharge, or be conducted directly to the storm drainage 
system. Alternatives other than gutter and downspout systems shall be considered relative to impacts on pedestrian 
and vehicle areas and integration with other lot-based and regional stormwater management systems, structures and 
objectives. 

Infiltration on each property is encouraged. Improvements which direct stormwater runoff to the detriment of other 
property owners are prohibited. 

Each owner shall take the necessary precautions to ensure that stormwater drainage from the owner's lot is not 
contaminated with motor vehicle fuels and lubricants, salt, or other chemical compounds that are detrimental to 
aquatic life. 

Subd. 7. Park and Recreational Uses Facilities. The Council of the City of Ely finds that it 
would be beneficial for the help and welfare of the City of Ely and to enhance the amenities in the Ely Business Park 
to provide for the construction and improvement of park space and recreational facilities and improvements in the 
area of the Ely Business Park. To fulfill that purpose, the Ely Business Park Covenants, Section 11.02 of the Ely City 
Code are hereby amended to exempt park uses and improvements and recreational uses and facilities from the 
operation of the Ely Business Park Covenants. 

SECTION 2. Effective Date: Pursuant to Section 3 .08 of the Charter of the City of Ely, Minnesota, the 
adoption of this Ordinance is effective thirty (30) days after final adoption and publication. 

First Reading: March 3, 2026 

Adopted this 7th day of April, 2026. 

Publication Dates: March 14, 2026 
Public Hearing: April 7, 2026 
Newspaper: Ely Echo 

Second Reading: April 7, 2026 


